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1. Purpose of this supporting document
The purpose of this supporting document is to provide full information on allocated sites and
thereby give greater certainty to stakeholders including landowners, planning officers, the
waste industry, and members of the public regarding the allocation of sites for waste
management uses, as set out within the Joint Merseyside and Halton Waste Local Plan.
2. Site Profiles and Technical Assessments
The 20 site profiles (including built facilities and landfill) within this document provide an
overview of the main planning and deliverability issues that have been considered during the
allocations process and also act as a guide to some of the key issues which will need to be
addressed should planning applications for waste management use come forward on these
sites in the future.
Further detailed technical assessments will be required at the planning application stage as
part of any waste management proposal, and since the profiles are a snapshot in time
(August 2012) we advise that potential developers as well as other interested parties contact
the relevant Planning Department to get an up to date opinion of site specific issues.
Potential developers are also strongly encouraged to update the baseline information as part
of the planning application process.
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2.1 Halton Profiles

Planning Context: Site H1 is subject to the following Unitary Development Plan (UDP)
allocations: Action Area, Environmental Priority Area and Coastal Zone Developed. Site H1
is included as Halton Council’s sub-regional site within the Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor, Primary Treatment and Resource Recovery Park (RRP). For further information
on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable
site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses
available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site is previously developed industrial land formerly occupied by ICI Pilkington Sullivan
chemical works. Vegetation is minimal (see Wildlife comments) due to the tarmac link roads
and remnant concrete footprint of the previous use. The interior of the site is hard surfaced
and in part dissected by approx 2m high wire fencing. A concrete panel wall marks the
southern boundary of the site abutting the disused St.Helens Canal. Beyond the TransPennine Trail follows the southern bank of the canal.
The surrounding landscape is characterised by a mix of light and heavy industrial and
business uses to the north, and the Mersey Estuary to the south (see Wildlife comments).
The Moss Bank industrial area to the north is subject to UDP allocations: Primarily
Employment Area and Environmental Priority Area. Ecocycle Waste Ltd, a Waste Local Plan
allocation (H2) is 180m north east of the site off Johnson’s Lane.
East of the site is the former Johnson's Lane Landfill, which is raised above the site, and is
allocated as Proposed Greenspace in Halton Council's UDP. Adjoining to the west is Saffil
Ltd, an engineering plant which manufactures high performance materials. Further to the
west and beyond Tan House Lane is a large area of previously developed land referred to as
site "F" in Halton Council’s Widnes Waterfront SPD. Site F is known locally as the
"Routledge site" due to its previous use. The Routledge site is subject to UDP allocations:
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Priority Employment Redevelopment, Action Area, Environmental Priority Area and Coastal
Zone Developed. This land is proposed for residential and mixed use developments in the
future.
The site benefits from its secluded industrial location. At the closest point, residential
properties lie approximately 650m north at Halton View off the A562 Fiddlers Ferry Road.
The site has extant consent for a waste management use. However, the applicant, New
Earth Biossence Ltd, initially had a planning application (09/00358/EIA) refused in June
2010. The scheme was for the proposed development and operation of a waste resource
park (WRP) to enable recycling and sorting of waste materials; and the production of
compost and refuse derived fuel.
In December 2010 a revised planning application (10/00466/EIA) submitted by New Earth
Biossence Ltd gained consent for an identical proposal as 09/00358/EIA but incorporating
two key changes: 1) the volumes of waste throughput was reduced from 400,000tpa to
200,000tpa and; 2) a new access (10/00305/FUL) was proposed via Sullivan Road.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: Halton Council's refusal notice for planning application
09/00358/EIA argued that the proposal would adversely impact on the amenity of any future
residents and/or occupiers of the proposed mixed use development on the Routledge site to
the west of Tan House Lane. In light of this, New Earth Biossence Ltd submitted a new
planning application to rectify and mitigate these highways and traffic concerns.
The red line boundary on the map incorporates planning consent 10/00305/FUL for a new
access to the site. This approved access provides an alternative juncture off Tan House
Lane via Sullivan Road (which is shared by Saffil Ltd) and routes HGV traffic away from the
southern access proposed in planning application 09/00358/EIA thereby reducing potential
adverse impacts arising from HGV movements. Aside from a new point of access, planning
application 10/00305/FUL also proposes to limit the annual tonnage throughput from
400,000 tonnes per annum to 200,000 tonnes per annum, which will in turn reduce waste
HGV movements by approximately half. These two factors were vital to the approval of
planning consent 10/00466/EIA.
The wider road links to site are considered suitable for HGV movements. The A562 Fiddlers
Ferry Road is approx 500m north of the site from the Sullivan Road access point. Following
the A562 the route goes west to join the A557 Watkinson Way, part of the Primary Route
Network, which then continues northward to connect with the M62 motorway at junction 7
approximately 6.2km from the site.
The M62 is identified as a Strategic Freight Route in the third Local Transport Plan for
Merseyside and as a National Strategic Transport corridor by the Department of Transport
(DfT).
Rail freight transfer is also potentially feasible. Disused railway sidings lie immediately to the
south of the site; however significant investment would be required to reactivate and align
the tracks with the Liverpool to Manchester freight line. This line is used to supply Fiddlers
Ferry Power Station with coal; located approx 1km to the east. Potential reactivation and
alignment with the live freight line would require further discussion with Network Rail and
Halton Council.
St.Helens disused canal is in recreational use only and therefore would not be suitable for
waste transfer. Public transport opportunities for new employees include bus stops approx
150m north of the site on Moss Bank Road. This is within desirable walking distance
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guidelines specified by the Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus
stops.
Utilities: Previous uses and adjacent works indicate the potential for existing water and
electricity connections. Electricity sub-stations are located 150m to the north west off Moss
Street. For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The interior of the site is predominantly covered by hard surfaces, however due to
many years of inactivity grasses and scattered shrubs have begun to re-grow on parts of the
site. Ecological survey and assessment during the late spring or summer would be required
to gain more information about the habitats present prior to any further development
commencing.
The Mersey Estuary, approx 45m south of the site, is subject to UDP designations:
Greenspace, Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), Areas of Special
Landscape Value and Coastal Zone Undeveloped. At this point, the estuary is made up of
saltmarsh and mudflats which are important estuarine habitats, particularly for resident
wading birds and waterfowl, and overwintering and migratory birds. Widnes Warth Saltmarsh
and Upper Mersey Estuary intertidal area are both SINCs/Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs).
Wigg Island is designated as a Local Nature Reserves (LNR) located 1.3km south of the site
on the Runcorn side of the estuary. Wigg Island LNR and Astmoor Saltmarsh are in the
Green Belt but approx 700m south of the site. Consider potential for estuarine contamination
by effluents and atmospheric discharge. At planning application stage any further
development may require Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening to determine if
Appropriate Assessment is required under Regulation 61 of the Habitat Regulations 2010.
St.Helens disused canal (which adjoins the site) is in part designated as a SINC /LWS. Any
future development should consider potential adverse impacts on the canal. Water Voles
have been recorded up stream in 2009 (Merseyside BioBank data) and are protected by the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. A rECOrd data search will be required to identify
ecological issues. Further down river approx 2.7km and beyond the Silver Jubilee Bridge,
the Mersey Estuary is designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site and Site
of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).
Contamination and Remediation: There is a high risk of contamination associated with the
previous uses on site including the British Alkali and the ICI Pilkington Sullivan chemical
works. There is also a high risk of contamination associated with controlled waters as the
site is underlain by a major and minor aquifer and is in close proximity to St.Helens disused
canal and the River Mersey. The former Johnson's Lane Landfill to the east of the site
should also be considered in terms of contamination risk resulting from previously infilled
materials and from potential leachate. The site may require significant costly investigation
and remediation works prior to any further development taking place. Overall the potential
contamination risk is estimated to be high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: Part of the site (0.2ha) is in Flood Zone
3 (FZ3). The part of the site within FZ3 is the south east corner which abuts the canal with
the Mersey Estuary approx 45m south. For the above reasons this site would not normally
be permitted for hazardous waste use.
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Planning consent 10/00466/EIA for a waste management use;
Planning consent 10/00305/FUL for a new access
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Planning Context: The site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocations:
Primarily Employment Area, and is located within the Shell Green area of Widnes.
Warrington District Council boundary is 330m east of the site.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS) and
Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance,
scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan
Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
This site is an operational Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) “Eco-cycle Waste Ltd” which is
licensed to handle 150,000 tonnes of co-mingled household and commercial waste per
annum. The facility is currently operating significantly below capacity. Planning permission
(11/00025/S73) was approved in March 2011 to allow processing and sorting of waste 24
hours a day which should help to facilitate an increase in opertaional capacity.
On site there are 3 large warehouses situated inline on a north south axis and have unused
space. In addition, the rear 0.75ha of the site is vacant land which could enable potential
expansion of the existing MRF and/or co-location of additional facilities yielding increased
processing capacity. The Shell Green locality is characterised by existing industrial and
business uses. To the north and opposite the site is United Utilities Mersey Valley
Processing Centre – a sewage sludge treatment facility. To the east 55m is Johnson’s Lane
Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC). Other uses on Johnson’s Lane include freight
distribution, a packaging facility and coach hire service. To the north west approx 130m new
business units have been constructed on Shell Green and Bennett’s Lane.
Adjoining the south and south west of the site is the former Croda Bowman Chemicals
landfill. This land is known to be contaminated. Waste Local Plan allocation “H1” is located
190m south of the site boundary, and beyond that is a railway line and St.Helens disused
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canal approx 410m from the site. Further to the south the Trans-Pennine Trail follows the
southern bank of the canal; and beyond that is the Mersey Estuary.
At the closest point residential properties are 480m north west of the site.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is from Johnson's Lane which joins
Gorsey Lane 160m west of the site. Gorsey Lane continues north and connects with A562
Fiddlers Ferry Road. The A562 then connects with A557 Watkinson Way part of the Primary
Route Network, some 2.3km west of the site. The A557 then joins the M62 motorway at
junction 7 approx 5.3km further north. Traffic frequency on Gorsey Lane is light and passes
through industrial areas.
Public transport links for employees include a bus stop located on Gorsey Lane approx
210m from the site. This is within desirable walking distance guidelines specified by the
Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Connection and use of the Liverpool to Manchester freight line is not considered a viable
option for waste transfer.
Utilities: Operational facility, water and electricity connections on site. Electricity substation
is located on the north west corner of the site. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: Busy industrial site comprising hard-surfacing and 3 warehousing units. Grassland
and scrub is located on the land immediately to the south and east of the site. Existing
buildings may provide potential for bat roosts and surveys would be needed if brick built.
rECOrd data search will be required to identify ecological issues as part of any future waste
management proposal. In addition, consider planting native trees/shrubs as part of any
future development plan.
Other off site considerations include: a drain and two ponds shown to the east of the site, at
the closest point these are 30m from the boundary.
St.Helens discussed canal and the Mersey Estuary are both designated as Sites of
Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) and Local Wildlife Sites (LWS); and are 410m
and 440m south respectively.
At this part of the estuary the Mersey Estuary is subject to UDP designations: Greenspace,
SINC/LWS designations, Areas of Special Landscape Value and Coastal Zone
Undeveloped. The SINC/LWS designations are for Widnes Warth Saltmarsh and Upper
Mersey Estuary intertidal area.
This part of the estuary comprises saltmarsh and mudflats which are important estuarine
habitats and support resident wading birds and waterfowl, and overwintering and migratory
birds.
It is considered unlikely that there would be an impact on these LWS sites due to the
distance and lack of direct linkages, therefore at the planning application stage a Habitat
Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening is unlikely to be required.
Contamination and Remediation: Johnson’s Lane landfill site is 150m south. Risk of
contamination associated with controlled waters is medium/high. The site is underlain by a
major aquifer (Till over Chester Pebble Bed Formation) and is 500m from the River Mersey.
In addition, a drain and ponds are located approximately 30m to the east. Other off site
considerations include: fertiliser and whiffen works to the west and a sulphuric acid works to
the south west. Although the site does not appear to have had much potentially
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contaminative use, the presence of a number of potential sources in the area could have led
to various waste materials being deposited on site or potentially significant on site migration
of contamination. The overall potential contamination risk is estimated to be medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Licensed capacity 150,000 tonnes of co-mingled household
and commercial waste per annum. The facility is currently operating well below capacity.
Spare space on site including up to 7,430m² warehousing and approximately 0.75ha of
vacant concrete hard surfacing.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of the site allocation with the Waste Local Plan;
Existing waste management facility with potential for expansion and intensification;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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2.2 Knowsley Profiles

Planning Context: Site K1 is located at the northern most point of Knowsley Industrial Park
and is subject to the following Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocation Employment
Development Site for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehousing and distribution
(B8) land use. The site is also within a designated Primarily Industrial Area and is adjacent to
the administrative boundary between Knowsley and West Lancashire Borough Council. Site
K1 is included as Knowsley Council's sub-regional site within the Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor, Primary Treatment and Resource Recovery Park (RRP). For further information
on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable
site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses
available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
At present the site is in mixed use. Simonswood Brook (classified as a Main River by the
Environment Agency) flows diagonally on a north west axis through the centre of the site.
The eastern portion of the site beyond the brook is in arable use although the national
Agricultural Land Classification is “urban” (grade 7). The western portion of the site between
the brook and the storage facility abutting the site is vegetated with trees and shrubs (see
Wildlife comments).
A small haulage yard is located on the south of the site adjoining Depot Road. This may
require relocation. The existing site entrance is located to west of the small haulage yard off
Depot Road. To the north, North Perimeter Road shapes the site boundary. Two farms
located within West Lancashire’s Green Belt are less than 20m from the site. This area is
rural and agricultural in character. Any waste management development will need to
incorporate sensitive boundary treatments in order to minimise visual impact on the setting
of the Green Belt and rural landscape.
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Abutting the eastern boundary of the site is Acorn Urban Farm, an established visitor
attraction. Further southeast 130m and on the opposite side of Depot Road are two semidetached houses. The closest residential area is approx 630m to the west. Since the
Preferred Options (PO) consultation, the site boundary has been redrawn to exclude land in
use by Acorn Urban Farm. Any waste development proposal will need to incorporate
sensitive boundary treatment including screening and other mitigation measures to ensure
potential adverse impacts are avoided.
Marking the south western boundary of the site are 3 warehouses which form part of a
storage facility accessed from Depot Road. Behind the storage facility and 100m from the
site is Knowsley Rail Freight Terminal, a higher tier control of major accidents and hazards
(COMAH) site. Other potential sensitive receptors on Depot Road include North Mersey
Business Centre which is located 15m south of the site and opposite the small haulage yard.
Within the vicinity of the site are two existing waste uses. Kirkby Household Waste Recycling
Centre (HWRC) is located on the juncture of Moss End Way and Depot Road 230m from the
site, and Whitemoss Horticulture Ltd, an open windrow composting facility, is located off
North Perimeter Road 300m east of the site.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: Existing road access onto the site is via Depot Road. The site gate
is located at the end of Depot Road adjacent to the storage facility entrance. Both entrances
are restricted to right of motor vehicle access only. In addition, the small haulage yard has
an access point off Depot Road which could provide an alternative route onto site.
There are two potential routes to connect with the strategic road network to the south:
1. Through the industrial estate (via Depot Road/Moss End Way/Woodward Road/Marl
Road/Lees Road/Moorgate Road) to connect with A580 East Lancashire Road, part
of the Primary Route Network, and then the M57 motorway at junction 4 approx. 4km
south of the site. This route passes a large area of housing on Moorgate Road.
2. Along Perimeter Road (via Depot Road/Moss End Way/Perimeter Road/Cooper’s
Lane) to connect with the A580, and then the M57 motorway at junction 4 approx.
5km south of the site. This route passes a small area of housing on the south of
Perimeter Road.
Access along Depot Road is shared with Kirkby HWRC, Acorn Urban Farm, two residential
properties and the storage facility. Traffic frequency on Depot Road is light.
Road access from the north along the Perimeter Road is constrained by sharp bends and is
therefore considered unsuitable for increased HGV traffic.
Knowsley Rail Freight Terminal comprises rail freight sidings and a large warehouse unit
100m south of the site. Potential for rail freight transportation could reduce HGV movements,
but would require further discussion with the terminal operator and Knowsley Council at the
planning application stage.
Public transport opportunities include: bus stops located approximately 300m south of the
site on Acornfield Road. This is within desirable walking distance guidelines specified by the
Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: A high voltage power line approx 50m south runs parallel with the site. There is no
record of United Utilities underground apparatus at this site. For information on gas pipelines
contact National Grid Gas plc.
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Wildlife: Simonswood Brook flows through the centre of the site on a north west axis
splitting the site into two distinct portions.
The eastern portion of the site is in arable use. The western portion of the site is vegetated
with trees and shrubs including Silver Birch, Elder, Sycamore, Hawthorn and Bramble. The
trees are a mix of semi-mature and juvenile specimens. The site is a potential habitat for
breeding birds. Patches of grassland exist on the periphery of the western portion of the site
and are potential habitat for small mammals and a foraging area for birds of prey and bats
along the stream.
The brook itself has two records of Water Voles (Merseyside BioBank data, 1999). Water
Voles are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. Brown Hare have also been
recorded in the vicinity of the site (Merseyside BioBank data, 2010). There is a need to
consider potential for contamination of the brook. An ecological survey and assessment
during the late spring or summer may be required to gain more information about the
habitats present on site prior to any development taking place. The Environment Agency
should be consulted with regard to any works related to Simonswood Brook.
The site is within close proximity to Simonswood Moss Pink-foot geese roost, this site is
linked to the European Sites on the Sefton Coast and therefore a Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA) screening would be required at planning application stage as part of any
future development proposal. In addition, ecological survey and assessment would be
required and should consider UK and Local farmland Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) species.
Any trees to be felled will need to be checked for potential bat roosts.
Animal pens, which form part of Acorn Urban Farm, border the majority of the eastern site
boundary.
Creation and enhancement of existing habitats should be considered as part of any
development scheme to support the Liverpool City Region Ecological Framework, as the site
is situated between a larger area of woodland to the north and two Sites of Biological
Interest (SBIs)/Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) approximately 1.5km to the south.
Contamination and Remediation: Risk of contamination associated with previous use is
low. The closest landfill is 220m to the south west and known as “Marl Road/Woodward
Road”. Contamination risk associated with controlled waters is high as the site is underlain
by a major aquifer (Shirdley Hill Sand over Sandstone) and Simonswood Brook intersects
the site. Off site considerations include storage facility and the rail freight terminal. Overall
the potential contamination risk is estimated to be low.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential use of Knowsley Rail Freight Terminal could provide a more sustainable
mode of waste transfer;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites

.
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Planning Context: This site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocation
Employment Development Site and is suitable for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and
warehousing and distribution (B8) land use. The site is also within a designated Primarily
Industrial Area and is adjacent to the administrative boundary between Knowsley and West
Lancashire Borough Council.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS) and
Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance,
scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan
Document Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site is vacant land comprising predominantly mown grass. To the east beyond Perimeter
Road is Green Belt land in agricultural use. Any waste management development will need
to incorporate sensitive boundary treatments in order to minimise visual impact on the
setting of the Green Belt and rural landscape.
To the north, south and west mixed industrial uses adjoin. Kodak Ltd, a large chemical
manufacturing facility, abuts the site to the south and Eastman, a research and development
facility, abuts to the west. Charley Wood is designated as a Site of Biological Interest
(SBI)/Local Wildlife Site (LWSs) and is beyond the Kodak facility approx 330m south of the
site. The nearest residential property is a farm located approx 520m east of the site.
Nearby waste management uses include: MRM and FIS reprocessing facilities 150m south
and Kirkby Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) on Depot Road which is approx
750m north of the site. Operations could be linked between these reprocessing/recycling
facilities and a new waste management use.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is possible from the west off Acornfield
Road or from the east off Perimeter Road however the latter is not currently in use.
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From the west, road access onto the site is via a gated entrance onto Image Business Park
which is shared with Kodak Ltd Chemicals, Eastman and two waste reprocessing facilities.
Acornfield Road continues south to connect with the A580 East Lancashire Road part of the
Primary Route Network and the M57 motorway at junction 4 approximately 3.5km from the
site. This route passes through industrial areas and Southdene residential area to the west
of Moorgate Road.
From the east, road access is possible via an inactive gated entrance off Perimeter Road.
The route continues south along Perimeter Road and Cooper’s Lane approx 2km to connect
with the A580. This route passes a small residential area off Spinney Road.
Knowsley Rail Freight Terminal is approx 1km to the north of the site. Potential for rail freight
transportation could reduce HGV movements, but would require further discussion with the
terminal operator and Knowsley Council at the planning application stage.
Public transport links include: bus stops on Acornfield Road 120m from the site. This is
within desirable walking distance guidelines specified by the Institute of Highways and
Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: A high voltage power line is 60m east of the site. A substation is located 160m
south of the site within the Kodak Ltd complex. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is largely mown grass. There is a line of 6-8 metre tall trees on the north
and east boundaries which include a mixture of tree species: Birch, Hawthorn, Willow and
Pine. Consideration should be given to retaining trees along these boundaries and planting
native trees and shrubs as part of any future development proposals. There is a possibility of
bat occupancy in adjacent buildings; therefore a survey may be required at the planning
application stage.
The site is situated 330m north of Charley Wood SBI/LWS and approx 850m north of
Acornfield Plantation SBI/LWS.
In addition, this site is within close proximity to Simonswood Moss Pink-foot geese roost, this
site is linked to the European Sites on the Sefton Coast and therefore a Habitats Regulation
Assessment (HRA) screening would be required at planning application stage as part of any
future development proposal.
Contamination and Remediation: There is a risk of contamination associated with
controlled waters – the site is underlain by a major aquifer (Shirdley Hill Sand over
Sandstone). The site was previously a marl pit and it has probably been infilled at some
point. Therefore potential for contamination and some limited remediation may be required
as part of a development proposal. Overall the potential contamination risk is estimated to be
medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner and Business Park Manager in favour of site inclusion within the Waste
Local Plan;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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Planning Context: The site is located on Huyton Business Park and is subject to Unitary
Development Plan (UDP) designation Primarily Industrial Area which means the site is
considered suitable for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehousing and distribution
(B8) land use. The site includes the existing Mainsway Ltd waste recycling and skips hire
business and an inactive End of Life Vehicles (ELVs) facility currently in use for storage.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
Mainsway Ltd is a Waste Transfer Station (WTS) and sorting facility licensed to handle up to
75,000 tonnes per annum of construction, demolition and excavation (C, D & E), commercial
and industrial (C & I) waste. The facility is currently operating significantly below capacity.
In addition, the inactive ELV facility on the north west of the site (0.3ha) and approx 0.4ha on
the Mainsway Ltd site is potentially available for expansion of the existing use, and/or colocation of additional facilities which could yield increased processing capacity.
Historically the site was a brick-clay quarry, which has been subsequently infilled with noninert waste materials. A gas management system is in place onsite which controls emissions
released from the waste materials previously deposited.
The WTS and sorting facility comprises hard surfacing, with a reception and office building
and a large warehouse containing sorting, crushing and screening equipment. Warehousing
and industrial land uses adjoin the site on all sides.
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The closest residential area is 160m north of the site on Hale View Road. St Gabriel’s
Primary School is approx 300m north west of the site and a community centre and Sylvester
Primary School located on St. John’s Road are approx 480m west of the site.
To the east the adjacent warehouse unit is a Waste Local Plan allocation (K4) and together
with MRWA’s Local Authority Collected Waste (LACW) Transfer Station approx 250m east of
the site and their new Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) on Wilson Road ; could
have potential operational synergies.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Existing road access onto the site is off either Brickfields (the main
entrance) or Ellis Ashton Street.
The most direct route to connect with the Primary Route Network and motorway is east on
Ellis Ashton Street. Leaving the site from the Brickfields entrance the route follows Ellis
Ashton Street approx 550m and then continues south west along Link Road approx 300m to
join Wilson Road. Wilson Road joins the A5080 Cronton Road which then connects with M62
and M57 motorways at Tarbock Island. This route passes through mainly industrial areas.
Traffic frequency on the industrial estate link roads is moderate to light. The recent closure of
Orchid Environmental Ltd (a waste management facility on Stretton Way) will reduce existing
waste-related traffic on the industrial estate and potentially offset additional HGV movements
at this site.
At peak times, traffic frequency on the A5080 joining Tarbock Island is heavy.
Public transport links include: bus stops on Ellis Ashton Street 240m from the site. This is
within desirable walking distance guidelines specified by the Institute of HT for walking to
bus stops.
Utilities: There are mains water and electricity connections on site. An electricity substation
is located 110m south west of the site. There is an on-site landfill gas management system.
For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is a busy operational waste site comprising hard-surfacing, warehousing
and office buildings. The south west and east boundary have a green strip of shrubs and
scrub, and the north west corner of the site has a small patch of scrub. Otherwise the site
and surrounding land is heavily built up. These green areas should be retained where
possible and enhanced through planting of native species, trees and scrub as part of any
future development proposal.
Stadtmoers Park is designated as a Site of Biological Interest (SBI)/Local Wildlife Site (LWS)
and is 160m north of the site.
Contamination and Remediation: The site is a former brick-clay quarry, which has been
subsequently infilled with non-inert waste materials. Potential risk from contamination
associated with controlled waters is medium – site underlain by a minor aquifer (Till over
mudstone). Off site considerations include: a former iron works and electric lamp
works/cable works to the north. In addition, previous works to the east, west and south.
The risk classification will depend on when and what the land was filled with and how well
this was regulated. The onsite gas management system is in place to help control landfill gas
emissions. Overall the potential contamination risk is estimated to be medium/high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Licensed capacity 75,000 tonnes of C, D & E and C & I
waste per annum. The facility is currently operating well below capacity. Spare space on site
up to 0.7ha disused/underused land.
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Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Existing waste management facility with scope for expansion and intensification;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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Planning Context: This site is located on Huyton Industrial Estate and is subject to Unitary
Development Plan (UDP) designation Primarily Industrial Area, which means the site is
considered suitable for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehousing and distribution
(B8) land use. The vacant site comprises 5 inter-connecting single storey
industrial/warehouse units previously used by a single occupier. Unit height and width varies.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS) and
Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance,
scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan
Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The frontage of the site on Ellis Ashton Street has hard-surfaced areas for car parking and
HGV turning. A green strip of vegetation (see Wildlife comments) marks the western
boundary of the site adjacent to Mainsway Ltd Waste Transfer Station (WTS), and an
inactive End of Life Vehicles (ELVs) facility, which are collectively allocated in the Waste
Local Plan as site K3.
Industrial land uses adjoin the site on all sides. Industrial/warehouse units lie to the north
and east. To the south, a rectangular warehouse abuts which houses (Lombard Shipping
Company).
MRWA’s WTS is 130m east of the site and the new Household Waste Recycling Centre
(HWRC) on Wilson Road (approx 600m east); could provide potential operational synergy
with a new waste management use. The closest housing lies 150m north of the site off Hale
View Road. St.Gabriels Primary School is located approx 380m north west of the site on the
corner of Ellis Ashton Street and Hall Lane.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Existing road access onto the site is off Ellis Ashton Street on the
north west corner of the site.
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The most direct route to connect with the Primary Route Network and motorway is east on
Ellis Ashton Street. The route follows Ellis Ashton Street 220m and then continues south
west along Link Road approx 300m to join Wilson Road. Wilson Road joins the A5080
Cronton Road which then connects with the M62 and M57 motorways at Tarbock Island.
Traffic frequency on the industrial estate link roads is moderate to light. The recent closure of
Orchid Environmental Ltd (a waste management facility on Stretton Way) will reduce existing
waste-related traffic on the industrial estate and potentially offset additional HGV movements
at this site.
At peak times, traffic frequency on the A5080 joining Tarbock Island is heavy.
Public transport links include: bus stops on Ellis Ashton Street 330m from the site. This is
within preferred walking distance guidelines specified by the Institute of Highways and
Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: A United Utilities public sewer crosses this site, requiring an 8m wide maintenance
strip. An electricity substation is located approx 100m south west of the site. For information
on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The majority of the site is either hard-surfaced or built upon. The green strip of
vegetation on the western boundary of the site is 20m wide and comprises shrubs, trees and
scrub. In addition, individual deciduous trees and scrub is located on the north east corner of
the site fronting Ellis Ashton Street. Consider retention and enhancement of these green
areas through planting of native trees/shrubs as part of any future development proposal.
They could provide cover for birds in this heavily built up environment.
Stadtmoers Park is designated as a Site of Biological Interest (SBI)/Local Wildlife Site (LWS)
and is 160m north of the site. In addition, Logwood Mill Brook SBI/LWS is located approx
270 east of the site.
Contamination and Remediation: The western third of the site was previously part of the
Huyton Quarry claypit which has been subsequently infilled. Risk of contamination
associated with controlled waters medium – site is underlain by a minor aquifer (Till over
mudstone). Off site considerations include: a former iron works and electric lamp
works/cable works to the north. In addition, previous works to the west and south.
The risk classification will depend on when and what the land was filled with and how well
this was regulated. Overall the potential contamination risk is estimated to be medium/high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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Planning Context: The site shown by the red line boundary on the plan, is currently in
mixed use and is owned and operated by Ibstock Group Ltd. The west of the site is an
active brickclay quarry and the east of the site is flat arable land which is leased to a local
farmer.
The suggested waste management use for this site is inert landfill only. See Survey for
Landfill in Merseyside and Halton report (PS-014) for more information on inert landfills and
the site selection process. This document is available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The quarry has an existing planning consent (K/APP/10631, 1991) permitting mineral
extraction and restoration by back-filling with inert material only, until 2031.
The area shaded blue on the plan is the permitted extraction area which has an existing
void space in the order of 750,000m³. Excavation of the current void began in the mid1990’s and has continued on a periodic basis as required to supply Ravenhead Brickworks
in Skelmersdale as well as other brickworks within the Ibstock Group. Material is
transported by road to brickworks within the Ibstock Group or stock-piled on the southern
portion of the site.
Recent discussion with the landowner and operator suggest that a further stockpile of up to
400,000m³ of brickclay will be excavated and together with the contours of the approved
resoration scheme is expected to yield a void up to 1,500,000m³. The proposal is to
implement a scheme of phased infill with inert materials over a 10-12 year period. Subject to
determination and approval of an Environmental Permit (EP) application, the waste operator
could be on site by summer 2013.
Existing infrastructure on site includes: a wheel wash and small brick pump house located
on north west corner of the site. In addition, an access track runs south from the site
entrance (on the north west corner of the site) to the active quarry area. Designated
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stockpiling areas for excavated materials (this includes clay and overburden) are located on
the edge of the permitted extraction area to the south and east.
The site is within a rural agricultural setting within Knowsley Council’s Green Belt. The
A5080 Cronton Road shapes the northern boundary of the site with Cronton Colliery
beyond. The permitted extraction area benefits from a permanent landscaped and tree
planted mound which is approx 10m high and is located along the northern boundary of the
site screening residential properties on the A5080. To the east Prescot Road marks the
boundary and immediately beyond is Red House Farm with adjoining arable land
(Agricultural Land Classification grade 2). Adjoining the south of the site is a series of ponds
within a small area of woodland (see Wildlife comments). Further south is flat agricultural
land. The western boundary common with Higher Park Farm is marked with an existing
vegetated soil storage mound approx 10m high which provides screening and a degree of
separation from the active quarry area.
Opposite the site entrance on the north western corner of the site is a Riding School and
Tarbock Lodge approx 15m from the boundary. The existing soil storage mound on the
western boundary of the site provides partial screening of the quarry entrance.
The site lies within an aerodrome safeguarding zone for Liverpool John Lennon Airport
approx 6.5km to the south west. However, this site is not allocated for non-inert waste
therefore bird strike issues are not applicable.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: Gated road access is located on north west corner of the site off
Dacre's Bridge Road. Dacre's Bridge Road is shared with agricultural traffic, two residential
properties and a Riding School.
Potential road access onto site to connect with the Primary Route Network and motorway is
available via Dacre’s Bridge Road, then the A5080 and connecting with the M62 motorway
at junction 6. Junction 6 (known as Tarbock Island) is an interchange with the M57
motorway and provides strategic links to the north via the M57, and south via Knowsley
Expressway.
The approximate distance to M62 junction 6 is 750m. This route is considered suitable for
HGV traffic as existing traffic frequency on the A5080 is moderate and away from large
residential areas.
Utilities: Pumping system located within the permitted extraction area.
Previous Land Use: Agricultural.
Wildlife: Deciduous woodland plantation is located on the northern boundary of the active
quarry area and is in situ as part of the site screening measures. Areas of scattered and
continuous scrub are also located along site perimeter. A mix of species rich and poor
semi-improved grassland is located around the fringes of the active quarry area. Semiimproved grassland is also found on a landscape bund on the west of the site.
On site ditches are located along the western perimeter of the site, along the northern
boundary; and off-site adjacent to the small woodland area to the south of the quarry.
A Great Crested Newt survey (2010) identified 7 ponds and water bodies on site. This
includes: a small pond adjacent to the brick pump house; and a larger temporary water body
within the bottom of the excavated quarry. The latter is known to be drained on an ad hoc
basis to allow brickclay extraction. The survey assessed the ponds as being of average or
poor potential for Great Crested Newts.
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The surrounding quarry walls are terraced exposures of substrate which are largely devoid
of vegetation.
The east of site is cultivated arable land (grade 2 classification) and surrounding land-uses
include further arable land, and a small wooded area with 6 ponds which adjoin the
southern boundary of the permitted extraction area. These ponds are potential habitat for
amphibians, but the 2010 survey assessed this pond cluster as having average potential
habitat for Great Created Newts. The site comprises potential habitat for foraging and
breeding birds. A recent breeding bird survey (2007) noted Skylark Alauda arvensis and
Lapwing vanellus vanellus on the arable land east of the quarry. Within the active quarry
area and adjacent habitats surrounding the site confirmed breeding birds included: Linnet
Carduelis cannabina, Lapwing vanellus vanellus and House Sparrow Passer domesticus.
All of these birds are UK BAP priority species and Red list species of conservation concern.
The site may also have potential for foraging bats however there are few potential roost
sites; the sole building (a small brick pump house building) is considered to provide no
potential for bat roost habitat.
Approximately 25m to the north is “Mine Waste, Cronton” a Site of Biological Interest (SBI)
and Local Wildlife Site (LWS). To the west approx 100m is Dagger's Bridge Wood, Tarbock
SBI/LWS.
The site lies approx 5km north of the Mersey Estuary Special Protection Area (SPA) and is
thus within the zone of which Corvid and gull populations could have a disruptive effect.
However, this site is not allocated for non-inert waste therefore bird strike issues are not
applicable.
Water Resources
Groundwater: The southern part of the site is underlain by Sherwood Sandstone (major
aquifer). The northern part is underlain by Coal Measures sandstones and mudstones,
some faults across this area. The solid geology is overlain by till (boulder clay).
Groundwater level in the southern part of the site 20-25m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD).
Southern and eastern parts of the site lie in Groundwater Source Protection Zone II.
Surface water: Temporary (seasonal) water body within active quarry area. Two drains
shown to be running either side of the soil storage mound on the western fringe of the site.
In addition, ponds adjoin the southern boundary of the active quarry area and Fox’s Brook
approx 100m north of the site is classified as a Main River by the Environment Agency.
Flood risk: Part of the site is within Flood Zone 3 (8.2ha). In addition, 9.9ha is within Flood
Zone 2. Site not considered suitable for non-inert landfill.
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion and phased infilling operations;
Existing void within up to 1,500,000m³;
Site area potentially suitable to accommodate on site infrastructure and likely
mitigation required for inert landfill operations;
Groundwater and geology suitable for inert landfill only
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2.3 Liverpool Profiles

Planning Context: The site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocations: Port
and Developed Coastal Zone. Site L1 is included as Liverpool City Council's (LCC) subregional site within the Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor, Primary Treatment and Resource Recovery Park (RRP). The types of use are
subject to waste management operations being port-related. See policy WM2 for more
detail.
For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of throughput
and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1:
Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The interior of the site comprises dense overgrown vegetation on top of dismantled railway
beds (see Wildlife comments). On the southern corner of the site is a medium sized building
(45m x 30m). Garston Dock Port and the development site are owned by Associated British
Ports (ABP). The character of the adjoining land is industrial with commercial and residential
uses beyond.
To the north a freight-liner terminal abuts and connects with the West Coast Main Line
(WCML) (see Infrastructure comments). Further north beyond Garston Way is Garston Town
Centre and Sir Alfred Jones Memorial Hospital, approx 300m from the site boundary.
Cressington Park residential development is approx 150m north west of the site beyond
Dock Road. Further north west approximately 490m is Cressington Heath Greenspace and
designated as a Site of Nature Conservation Value (SNCV) and a Local Wildlife Site (LWS).
A row of terrace housing is located on the Dock Road within the operational port and 65m
from the site boundary.
Adjacent to the eastern boundary of the site is raised derelict rail land known as "Dingle
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Bank". This land is allocated in the UDP as a Site for Various Types of Development. Dingle
Bank which is owned by LCC, previously had outline planning permission for housing which
has now lapsed. However, it is the Council’s intention to develop Dingle Bank for housing as
part of the Garston Housing Renewal Scheme. Beyond Dingle Bank are a number of
sensitive receptors including a residential area approx 130m east of the site, the Church of
St. Michael which is a listed building, and Garston Gas Works - a lower tier control of major
accidents and hazards (COMAH) site. The church and gas works are located 130m and
145m east of the site respectively. Further east, and approximately 500m from the site are
two schools on Banks Road. Potential HGV impact is not considered likely since the optimal
route to connect with the Primary Route Network is to the north (A561 Garston Way).
To the south of the site is a large warehouse and the operational docks comprising wharfage
and storage and distribution depots. To the south east approximately 300m from the site is
the Weaver Industrial Estate, which comprises mixed industrial uses and several existing
waste management uses including waste recycling and solvent recovery facilities.
The wider landscape is characterised by a mosaic of mixed uses. To the south and approx
360m from the site, is the River Mersey which is protected by international, national and
local environmental designations (see Wildlife comments). Liverpool John Lennon Airport
lies approximately 2.5km south east of the site. Future development may face height
restrictions within the aerodrome safeguarding zone.
The site has an extant waste management consent (09F/1012) which was granted on appeal
in October 2010 for a Resource Recovery Park (RRP) including construction and plant
installation for the treatment, recycling and recovery of municipal and commercial wastes
with an annual processing capacity of 150,000 tonnes at this site (see appeal ref:
APP/Z4310/A/09/2117527).
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: The appeal decision (APP/Z4310/A/09/2117527) states that the
appellant must utilise an alternative mode of waste transfer namely, rail and/or sea to be
agreed in writing with Liverpool City Council prior to works commencing.
The site is in an advantageous strategic location to exploit more sustainable modes of
transport. The rail freight-liner terminal to the north could potentially be utilised to transfer
waste on and off site exploiting the existing railway sidings connection with the WCML.
Should a developer wish to connect directly to the terminal and/or the WCML, significant
investment would be required to reactivate and align the dismantled railway sidings on site.
Potential reactivation and alignment with the live freight line would require further discussion
with Network Rail, LCC and the freight-liner terminal operator.
Garston Dock Port could also offer significant potential as an alternative mode of waster
transfer. However, in terms of proximity, the distance from the site to the dockside is further
from the site than the rail terminal - approximately 220m. A rail transportation scheme may
therefore be considered more feasible and sustainable. Potential for waste transfer by sea
would require further discussion with ABP and LCC.
Road access onto the site is possible via an existing entrance on the southern corner of the
site off Dock Road. Dock Road is a private restricted road for port access only, and the
majority of current traffic movements are HGVs accessing existing industrial uses. The Dock
Road continues north approximately 500m and joins the A561 Garston Way a dualcarriageway which is identified as a Strategic Freight Route in the third Local Transport Plan
for Merseyside. This road link provides a direct route into and out of south Liverpool and
joins the M62 and M57 motorways, which are key national and regional strategic transport
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corridors.
To connect with the M62 motorway at junction 6 interchange approx 13km north east the
optimal route would be via Garston Way/Speke Road/A561 Speke Boulevard/A562 Speke
Road and then the A5300 Knowsley Expressway.
In order for planning permission to be granted for any development proposal a transport
assessment must be approved by Liverpool Highways Department.
Liverpool South Parkway transport interchange is approximately 800m north of the site and
could offer a public transport option for employees walking/cycling to a new facility. In
addition, bus stops are located on Bank’s Road approx 490m from the site entrance outside
of preferred maximum walking distance guidelines specified by the Institute of Highways and
Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: No record of underground United Utilities apparatus at this site. For information on
gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The majority of the site is vegetated with a mosaic of different habitats coexisting
including semi-improved neutral grassland, semi-natural broad leaved woodland, dense
scrub and tall ruderals (SLR, 2009). The remainder of the site comprises a building and
hard-standing which remains from the previous use. Retention and enhancement of
woodland and grassland habitats and planting of native trees should be considered as part
of any future development.
Between 200-500m from the site are 3 SNCV/LWSs. The closest LWS is "Banks Road and
Garston Gasworks" LWS 220m east of the site with "Cressington Heath" LWS approx 490m
to the north west beyond the residential development. The "Mersey Estuary SPA, SSSI and
Coastal Reserve" is 350m south of the site.
The Mersey Estuary is protected by nature conservation designations including Ramsar,
Special Protection Area (SPA) Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and LWS. The
estuary is an important habitat for invertebrates and fish such as Lugworm and Shore Crabs
as well as Sea Bass and Salmon - an indicator species. Porpoises, Dolphins and Whales are
also becoming increasingly common in the estuary as fish stocks increase (Mersey Estuary
Conservation Group, 2010).
As part of planning application 09F/1012 LCC undertook a Habitat Regulations Assessment
(HRA) screening of the site. Any development should look to preserve Biodiversity Action
Plan (BAP) and Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006, Section 41
habitats on site.
Contamination and Remediation: Previously railway sidings covered the whole of the site.
The historic use may have led to some contamination therefore potentially some remediation
may be required as part of future development proposals. Possibility of some infilling to the
south of the site. The risk associated with controlled waters is considered moderate due to
the site being partially underlain by Till over the Chester Pebble Bed Formation. Overall
potential contamination risk has been assessed as medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
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Planning consent (09F/1012) for a waste management use;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites;
Advantageous strategic location to exploit more sustainable modes of transport e.g.
rail and sea
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Planning Context: The site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) designation
Primarily Industrial Area in north Liverpool. The site is not in use but holds an extant Waste
Management License (WML) as a Special Waste Transfer Station (Environment Agency
data, 2012). A large derelict warehouse unit which has been partly demolished occupies the
majority of the site area.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The area is typically characterised by industrial, business and port related uses. This is the
case to the north, south and west. To the north a Metal Recycling site operates and Mersey
Skips Recycling Ltd, a WTS adjoins to the south.
Further to the north of the site approx 140m is a food processing plant off Regent Road. East
of the site beyond Derby Road is derelict vacant land and to the south east is Merseyside
Fire Brigade Control Centre. In addition, a WTS is located further to the east approx 190m
from the site. This site ceased operation in August, 2011.
A grade II* listed building "no.173 Regent Road Sugar Silo" is located 50m south of the site.
This listed building is separated from the site by the exiting WTS (Mersey Skips Recycling
Ltd) and is hangar-like in appearance with a curved roof of ribbed concrete. In addition, on
Bankhall Street approximately 300m from the site is a grade II listed building “Canal
Warehouse” and further south approx 380m is the northern limit of Liverpool Maritime
Mercantile City World Heritage Site (WHS).
In order to prevent impacts on these nearby heritage assets and in particular adjacent sugar
silo; it may be necessary to apply planning conditions to limit the scale of the facility,
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particularly its elevation. This would ensure the design and appearance is consistent with
other structures in the vicinity, with the aim to improve the visual appearance of this part of
the dock estate whilst preserving views of the sugar silo. Adoption of a transport plan which
avoids the use of Regent Road for access from the south may also be necessary. The
potential need for these conditions would be established at the planning application stage
once the scale and type of facility is clear.
Other off site considerations includes housing, although the closest residential properties are
approximately 570m north west of the site on Oriel Road.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is from the A5036 Regent Road. The
most direct route to connect with the M62 motorway and the wider sub-region is north on
Regent Road approximately 1.1km to connect with the A5058 at Millers Bridge part of the
Primary Route Network. The A5058 continues eastward and becomes Balliol Road/Breeze
Hill/Queens Drive before joining the M62 motorway at the Rocket junction approximately
9km from the site. Millers Bridge and the Rocket junction are designated as Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMAs).
To connect with the M53 motorway on the Wirral peninsula the most direct route is via
Regent Road/A5056/A567 then the A59 Kingsway Tunnel interchange, connecting with the
M53 at junction 1 approximately 10km from the site. The Kingsway Tunnel is tolled.
Canada Dock Branch no.1 is 50m west of the site and the Leeds to Liverpool Canal is
located 290m to the east however this is used for recreation only.
Future aspirations for reactivation of the disused Canada Dock rail line for rail freight access
to the docks may restrict the developable area of the site but equally could provide an
alternative mode of sustainable waste transfer.
Potential public transportation links for employees include: bus stops located approx 120m
north east of the site on A565 Derby Road within Institute of Highways and Transportation
(IHT) desirable walking distances guidelines for walking to bus stops. In addition, Bankhall
railway station is approx 600m east and could offer an alternative mode of transportation for
commuters.
Utilities: No record of United Utilities underground apparatus at the site. An electricity
substation is located 35m north of the site. For information on gas pipelines contact National
Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site comprises a large derelict warehouse unit which could be used as a bat
roost site. A bat survey may be required at planning application stage if the derelict
warehouse is to be demolished or altered as part of any future development.
The site also has potential for Black Redstarts and a survey may be required at the planning
application stage.
In addition, consider creation of a brown roof to any buildings and planting native
trees/shrubs as part of any future development proposal, as they would provide some cover
for birds in this heavily built up area.
Leeds to Liverpool Canal approx 280m east of the site is designated as a Site of Nature
Conservation Value (SNCV) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS) and Greenspace. The River
Mersey is approx 630m to the west.
Contamination and Remediation: This site was previously Canada Dock Goods Station. A
historic landfill ‘Canada Docks Goods Yard’ is located 20m to the east. Risk of contamination
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associated with controlled waters high – the site is underlain by a major aquifer (Blown
Sands/Alluvium over Wilmslow Sandstone). Off site considerations include: a timber
yard/unknown works to the south, goods station/cattle food mill to the north, railway to the
east and docks to the west.
The former use of the site may have led to contamination which could require some
remediation as part of future development proposals. The overall risk of contamination is
estimated to be medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Extant Waste Management License for a Special WTS;
Site previously operated as a WTS;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites;
Advantageous strategic location to exploit more sustainable modes of transport e.g.
rail and sea

Page 30 of 69

Joint Merseyside and Halton Waste Local Plan: Site Profiles

Planning Context: The site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) designation
Primarily Industrial Area and is situated off Regent Road in north Liverpool in close proximity
to Sefton administrative boundary (approx 100m north).
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site comprises an existing hazardous and non-hazardous waste treatment plant and
transfer station which is owned and operated by Veolia UK ES Ltd. Waste throughput on the
site includes contaminated liquids. Processes on site include: oil and water separation and
treatment. The facility is capable of supporting an increased capacity.
The site is classified as a Lower Tier control of major hazards (COMAH) site due to the
storage of hazardous materials and is adjoined on all sides by industrial and/or port related
uses. To the south is an End of Life Vehicles (ELVs) facility and to the east is a metal
recycling site.
The closest residential properties are approximately 330m north on Douglas Place. A food
processing plant and further waste management uses are approx 180m south of the site.
To the south and south east lie two listed buildings. To the south east, a grade II listed
building “Canal Warehouse” is located approximately 440m from the site; and to the south
approximately 500 from the site is a grade II* listed building “no.173 Regent Road Sugar
Silo”. Any potential negative impacts arising from further development at site L3 are unlikely
to affect these heritage features.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is from Lower Bank View. The route to
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connect with the M62 motorway and the wider sub-region to the east is north along Regent
Road. From Regent Road the route continues east along A5058 Millers Bridge part of the
Primary Route Network. The A5058 becomes Balliol Road/Breeze Hill/Queens Drive before
joining the M62 motorway at the Rocket junction approximately 8.5km from the site. Millers
Bridge and the Rocket junction are designated as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs).
To connect with the M53 motorway on the Wirral peninsula the most direct route is via
Regent Road/A5056/A567 then the A59 Kingsway Tunnel interchange, connecting with the
M53 at junction 1 approximately 10.5km from the site. The Kingsway Tunnel is tolled.
Canada Dock Branch no.2 and no.3 are approx 50m west of the site. The Leeds to Liverpool
Canal is located approximately 240m east of the site but there is no potential for barge
transfer of waste.
Future aspirations for the reactivation of the disused Canada Dock rail line approx 400m
south of the site could offer an alternative mode of waste transfer.
Potential public transportation links include: bus stops located approx 220m north east of the
site on A565 Derby Road within Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) desirable
walking distances guidelines for bus stops. Bankhall railway station is located approx 1km
south east and could also provide public transport links for commuters.
Utilities: Existing facility with mains water and electric supply. For information on gas
pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is an operational waste management facility comprising hard-surfacing,
tanks and buildings therefore little sign of wildlife or vegetation.
The site has potential for Black Redstarts and a survey may be required at the planning
application stage. In addition, consider creation of a brown roof to any buildings and planting
native trees/shrubs as part of any future development proposal, as they would provide some
cover for birds in this heavily built up area.
Leeds to Liverpool Canal approx 240m east of the site is designated as a Site of Nature
Conservation Value (SNCV) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS) and Greenspace. The River
Mersey is approx 630m to the west.
Contamination and Remediation: The risk of contamination associated with previous uses
is high. Previous uses on site include: an engineering works and numerous storage tanks. In
addition, risk of contamination associated with controlled waters is high – the site is
underlain by a major aquifer (Blown Sands/Alluvium over Wilmslow Sandstone) and the
docks are approx 50m to the west. Off site considerations include an iron foundry to the
north, engineering works/margarine factory to the south, docks and railway to the west and
warehousing to the east.
Given the former use and the surrounding area, contamination may be present therefore
some remediation measures may be required as part of any future development. Overall
contamination risk is estimated to be medium/high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Licensed capacity circa 100,000 tonnes of hazardous and
non-hazardous waste per annum. The facility is currently operating well below capacity.
Space on site available for increased throughput and expansion of the treatment facility.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
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Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential for expansion and intensification of existing facility;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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2.4 Sefton Profiles

Planning Context: Site F1 is located in the Southern part of the Sefton Dock Estate in south
west Sefton and is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocations Port and Maritime
Zone and Coastal Planning Zone. Site F1 is Sefton Council’s sub-regional site within the
Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Re-Processor, Primary Treatment
and Thermal Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job creation,
appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local
Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site comprises an existing Metal Recycling Facility which has been operated by
European Metal Recycling (EMR) since 1982. The facility at F1 handles approx 750,000
tonnes of waste ferrous material per year. Of this approximately 650,000 tonnes per year of
ferrous material is extracted, graded, shredded and bailed for export. The recycled ferrous is
exported by sea to global markets and also by road within the UK. Waste ferrous materials
are imported predominantly by road. In addition, there are two EMR transfer sites to the
north of this facility which are bulking and sorting rather than processing sites. Altogether
the three facilities can handle up to 2,000,000 tonnes of waste per annum. Of this,
approximately 250,000 tonnes of waste materials are imported via rail with another 100,000
tonnes brought by sea.
It is estimated that 120,000 tonnes per year of residual waste is removed during the
recycling process on site F1. This is sent via HGV to landfill sites across the UK. To deal
with this residual waste in a more sustainable way, the operator has gained consent (ref:
S/2009/0640) for a thermal facility (gasification) which would treat the residual waste from
the recycling process, the combustible materials from End of Life Vehicle’s (ELVs) and white
goods, thereby making the operation more sustainable and resulting in recovery of approx
98% of the input material. Syngas, a by-product from the gasification process; would also be
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used to generate electricity. This facility will be sited on the reclaimed Alexandra Dock no.1
on the south west corner of the site.
The east of the site includes railway sidings, a site office and car park and access road. On
the interior of the site stock-piled waste materials are located including bailed ferrous
material for export, stock-piled ELVs/white goods/car manufacturing waste imported from
national and sub-regional customers, and a large shredder and conveyor. The west of the
site currently comprises a storage area. There are two large sheds sited on the southern
boundary which house stockpiled residual waste for transfer to landfill and a research and
development facility which includes equipment for separating stainless steel from residual
waste.
Within the Port and Maritime Zone and to the north of the site adjoining land uses include:
operational dock infrastructure and warehousing. To the east beyond Regent Road is
derelict land in use for storage. South of the site is Langton and Brocklebank Docks, which
are in use for container storage. The Liverpool to Belfast Ferry Terminal is also located on
Brocklebank Dock. To the west, is the remainder of Alexandra Dock with additional shipping
bays available for re-location of existing metal terminals or further potential expansion of the
existing use.
There are two grade II listed buildings within 200m of the site: “Langton Dock Pumphouse”
to the south and “Castree Brothers Warehouse” to the east. In the event that further
intensification is proposed, the impact on nearby heritage assets should be assessed and
mitigated as appropriate at planning application stage.
The closest residential properties are 260m to the east of the site off Derby Road. These
properties are buffered from the site by existing port and industrial uses.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: The site is served by 3 modes of transport: the port, rail and road.
Port: The port is used predominantly for export. The site is served to the north and west by
shipping bays within Alexandra Dock. Barges sail from Alexandra Dock no.2 shipping
recycled ferrous around the world. Metals terminals located on the larger deep sea docks of
Gladstone and Royal Seaforth, north of the site handle the majority of the exports. The deep
sea docks have the infrastructure to accommodate larger barges with greater freight
capacities. Recycled ferrous is transported from the site via rail and/or HGV along A5036
Regent Road to Gladstone and Seaforth terminals. Regent Road is within the active port.
Rail: Railway sidings are sited on the north east of the site. This enables recycled ferrous to
be transported by rail to the larger deep sea docks <1km north of the site. Waste ferrous
materials are imported via this rail link, which connects with the Liverpool Central to
Southport line and WCML beyond.
Road: The majority of imported waste materials are transported to the site by road. HGV are
also currently used to export residual waste to landfill. Access onto the site is off A5036
Regent Road on the south east corner of the site. Entry to the Freeport is controlled by a
gatehouse on Strand Road 350m north of the site.
Utilising the Primary Route Network and motorway, the most direct route onto the site from
the east is via the A565 Derby Road to join the A5036 Princess Way which becomes Church
Road/Dunnings Bridge Road before connecting with the M57 and M58 motorway at junction
1 (Switch Island) approximately 8km north east.
Alternatively, the access route from the east follows A5036 Regent Road then A5058 Millers
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Bridge which becomes Queens Drive and connects with the M62 motorway at the Rocket
junction approximately 9.5km from the site. Millers Bridge and the Rocket junction are
designated as Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs).
Access from the south is via the A5036 Regent Road then A5056/A567/A59 to the
Kingsway Tunnel interchange (toll gate on the Wirral side) connecting with the M53
motorway junction 1 approximately 11.5km from the site. Each route passes through
industrial and residential areas.
Public transport links for employees include bus stops approx 300m from the site on A565
Derby Road within Institute Highways Transportation (IHT) acceptable maximum walking
distances guidelines for bus stops.
Utilities: A water distribution main crosses the site. Electricity connection is via Canada
Dock substation. A landfill gas management system is also in place on the southwest corner
of the site. For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is a busy industrial site comprising hard surfaces, buildings and machinery
therefore vegetation is minimal. Site F1 is adjacent to the dock and River Mersey. Estuarine
birds have been recorded 200m west of the site (Merseyside BioBank data). A survey may
be required at planning application stage (as part of any future development proposals) to
assess potential use of the site by Black Redstarts. In addition, consider creation of a brown
roof to any future buildings proposed.
Mersey Narrows Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI) is approx 1.6km west of the site.
Seaforth Nature Reserve is approximately 2.2km north of the site and is included within the
Mersey Narrows SSSI designation. A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) screening
would be necessary at the planning application stage (as part of any future development
proposals) due to the proximity of the River Mersey.
Contamination and Remediation: Parts of the site were previously infilled with construction
demolition and excavation (C, D & E) waste. Risk associated with previous land use is
medium/high due to the dockyard use, landfill and railway. Potential contamination
of controlled waters medium/high – site underlain by a major aquifer (geology Tidal Flat
Deposits over Sandstone) and adjacent to the dock and River Mersey. Some
remediation/mitigation may be required as part of any future development proposal. Overall
potential contamination risk assessed as medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Gasification facility with 137,500 tonnes per annum
consented capacity for processing automotive shredder residual (ASR) waste to be located
on 2.1ha of available land within the existing site
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion in the Waste Local Plan provided the waste use
is port-related;
Extant consent for increased waste processing capacity (ref: S/2009/0640);
Advantageous strategic location to exploit more sustainable modes of transport e.g.
rail and sea
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Planning Context: This site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) designation
Primarily Industrial Area within a wider area designated for industrial improvement. The
Sefton and West Lancashire administrative boundary is immediately to the east.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
Any new waste management use would have to be operated within an enclosed building to
minimise nuisance impacts on local residents. Open waste management uses e.g. open
windrow composting, would not be appropriate.
The northern half of the site (1.6ha) is largely hard-surfaced and is currently used for
storage. Subject to appropriate restrictions to prevent unacceptable impacts on nearby
sensitive receptors e.g. housing and the golf course, this land area could be used to expand
or add to the existing facility.
The southern half of the site (2ha) is a WTS and sorting facility which is licensed to handle
up to 100,000 tonnes per year inert and non-inert waste; however the facility is operating
significantly below that capacity.
Any increase in capacity proposed over and above that already granted consent should be
assessed carefully by Sefton Council Highways Department, in relation to the potential
implications on the local road network. A transport statement will be required for any
proposal for the intensification of the waste activity on the site for which planning permission
is required (see Transport and Access comments below).
Adjoining the site land uses include: Southport Old Links Golf Course (see Wildlife
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comments) to the north and east. To the south east Three Pools Waterway adjoins flowing
north east. The south eastern corner of the site is in Flood Zone 3.
To the north west of the site and approximately 20m from the boundary are the closest
residential properties on Wavell Close. At this location, a buffer and screening to the
properties is provided by a strip of trees and shrubs. However, additional screening
measures should be considered as part of any future development proposal.
To the south and east beyond Fine Jane’s Brook is Green Belt land. Any waste management
development will need to incorporate sensitive boundary treatments in order to minimise
visual impact on the setting of the Green Belt and rural landscape. To the west of the
northern half of the site is a recreation ground allocated as Urban Green space. West of the
southern half of the site is industrial and commercial uses.
Further west along Crowland Street is primarily industrial and commercial uses including an
existing metal recycling facility. Gas holders which previously occupied land approximately
350m west of the site have been cleared. This land is now vacant Brownfield land.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is from Crowland Street. Property
frontages along Crowland Street include commercial and industrial uses and a row of
residential properties approximately 500m from the site adjacent ‘Old Hall Business Park’.
Residential properties are also located adjacent the Crowland Street/Canning Road junction
approx 420m west of the site. Residential on-street parking occurs along Crowland Street.
From the site Crowland Street continues approximately 800m west and becomes Butts Lane
after passing under the railway bridge. Residential properties front onto Butts Lane at this
point. Butts Lane/Norwood Road junction is 200m further west. At peak times congestion
can be an issue on Norwood Road. However, potential improvements to this junction are
constrained by adjoining land uses.
Alternative routes to connect with the Primary Route Network and the rest of the sub-region
are limited. Foul Lane could be potentially more suitable however retractable bollards in
place at the park and ride facility restrict the use of this route.
Any increase in capacity proposed over and above that already granted consent should be
assessed carefully by Sefton Council Highways Department, in relation to the potential
implications on the local road network. A transport statement will be required for any
proposal for the intensification of the waste activity on the site for which planning permission
is required.
Any highways assessment would in particular need to address: the Butts Lane/Norwood
Road junction, congestion on the local road network particularly Norwood Road; rat-running
of HGVs along residential roads, and on-street parking on Crowland Street.
Potential public transport links for employees include use of the park and ride facility on Foul
Lane approximately 850m from the site. Bus stops are also located on Crowland Street
250m from the site and within Institute Highways Transportation (IHT) desirable walking
distances guidelines for bus stops.
Utilities: A United Utilities public sewer rising main crosses this site requiring a 7m wide
maintenance strip. A high voltage electricity line crosses the southern half of the site. In
addition, an electricity substation is located on site. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The southern half of the site comprises brick buildings, large sheds and concrete
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hard-surfacing as well as areas of stock-piled aggregates. The northern portion of the site
also includes areas of stock-piled materials and a large dilapidated warehouse/shed possibility of bats using dilapidated shed(s) therefore a bat survey may be required if the
sheds are to be demolished or altered as part of any future development proposal.
Site F2 adjoins Southport Old Link Golf Course a designated Site of Biological Interest (SBI)
and Local Wildlife Site (LWS), which is partly underlain by peat. To the south and south east
Fine Jane’s Brook flows north easterly into Three Pools Waterway. The area to the east (in
West Lancashire) is crisscrossed with drainage channels and brooks. Consider the
possibility of contaminants moving through deposits to the LWS and into controlled waters
within the vicinity. Water voles were recorded along Three Pools Waterway during the last
10 years, and red squirrel in 1997. A survey to assess the impact of any future development
on these mammals may be required at planning application stage.
Shrubs, medium sized trees and grass line the fringes of the site. Consider planting
additional native trees and shrubs to enhance the ecological value and screening of the site.
This should be considered as part of any future development proposal.
In addition, consider the need to include measures to prevent rubbish entering the adjacent
LWS and Three Pools Waterway. Potential impacts to Water Voles through rats and rat
control need to be considered as part of any future development proposal.
Contamination and Remediation: Potential for contamination associated with previous use
high (previous uses include a fireworks factory). Risk of contamination associated with
controlled waters medium – the site is underlain by a minor aquifer (Blown Sands over
Mudstone) and Three Pools Waterway adjoins. Some remediation is likely to be required as
part of any future development proposal. Overall risk of potential contamination is estimated
as medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Licensed capacity 100,000 tonnes for household,
commercial and industrial waste per annum. The facility is currently operating well below
capacity. Spare space on northern half of site up to 1.6ha underused/derelict land.
Remodelling of southern half of site could also offer additional capacity.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: Part of the site (<0.1ha) is in Flood
Zone 3 (FZ3). The part of the site within FZ3 is the south east corner abutting Three Pools
Waterway.
For the above reasons this site would not normally be permitted for hazardous waste use.
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential for modernisation, expansion and intensification of existing facility;
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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Planning Context: This site is allocated in Sefton Council's Unitary Development Plan
(UDP) as a Strategic Employment Site in the Dunnings Bridge Corridor within a designated
Primarily Industrial Area. Site F3 (formerly F0885) has been identified by Sefton Council as
the next best deliverable option to replace site F1029 which was withdrawn prior to the
Preferred Options consultation.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Re-Processor and Primary
Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of
throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and
Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The former Rolls Royce factory building and back of Atlantic Park (south of the former Rolls
Royce factory) are earmarked for potential industrial development in the Atlantic Park Master
plan. In 2007, the Atlantic Park site gained outline planning consent (S/2006/1165) for the
development of an employment and trade park with associated areas, servicing and parking
for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehouse and distribution (B8) as well as other
land use classes which do not fall within the Use Class Order such as types of waste
management use. The consent also included a change of use for the former Rolls Royce
factory building from B2 to B2/B8.
At August 2012, the interior of the site (F3) and adjacent land to the east has been cleared
and compacted, and works were underway to install utilities and construct link roads and
hard-standing plots in readiness for development.
The site is located within Atlantic Park, which comprises a mix of existing business and
industrial uses as well as vacant previously developed land. The derelict land behind the
former Rolls Royce factory, the site is well screened from the A5036 Dunnings Bridge
Road, with office and business developments prioritised along the park frontage with the
A5036. Immediately south of the site is Netherton Industrial Estate which comprises a mix of
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light industrial and business uses. Further south is Merseyside Fire and Rescue
Headquarters on Bridle Road, which is approximately 230m from the site boundary.
Following Sefton Council's decision to withdraw site F1029 on Heysham Road Industrial
Estate due to concerns regarding proximity to housing and potential negative impact, this
site is significantly further away from residential properties. Indeed, at the closest point, the
site is approximately155m from housing on Hereford Drive.
Within the surrounding area there are other sensitive uses which should be considered. For
instance, to the west of the site are allotments, beyond which is Savio RC High School and a
Territorial Army Centre approximately 200m away from the site boundary. The allotment
gardens span approximately 100m, which provides a buffer and degree of separation
between the potential onsite operations and the sensitive receptors. Other nearby land uses
include the National Giro Centre which is approximately 50m west of the site boundary but
screened by an existing stand of trees and Bootle Municipal Golf Course which is
approximately 500m north of the site beyond the A5036.
Due to the sensitive nature of the surrounding environment, it is recommended that types of
potential waste management use are restricted to enclosed reprocessing activities and/or
primary treatment facilities such as a Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) or a Mechanical
Biological Treatment (MBT) plant. In any case, all activities must take place within purposebuilt, fully-enclosed buildings. Waste management uses which include combustion of waste
or result in large scale waste transfer would not be appropriate at this location due to the
proximity of residential areas and the nearby school. It is also recognised that open air uses
that store waste outside e.g. Open Windrow Composting, which can cause nuisance impacts
through smell or appearance, would not be suitable at this location.
This area of Sefton suffers from amongst the highest rates of unemployment in Merseyside.
A waste management development could provide employment opportunities potentially
benefiting the local community and regenerating employment land which has remained
disused for years. Reprocessing and primary treatment facilities which could generate
upwards of 50 direct jobs will be preferred to make the most of the social and economic
benefits that a new waste management facility could bring to the local community.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: There are multiple options for vehicular access onto this site, which
is beneficial in terms of flexibility enabling the Local Planning Authority, landowner and
developer to work collaboratively to develop the most suitable access route with minimal
environmental impact for this location.
In principle, road access onto the site is feasible from 3 separate points. Sefton Highways
Development Control team consider each of these access points suitable for HGV access as
noted below including the currently undeveloped access point (1):
(1) Farriers Way access. The Farriers Way potential access point could be developed as a
dedicated access for HGVs as it is approximately 10m wide and therefore could cater for
two-way HGV movements. These vehicles could thereby be kept separate from other
vehicles accessing Atlantic Park and away from the residential area to the east, which in
planning terms is preferable. The access route joins Farriers Way within the Netherton
Industrial Estate and would continue south approximately 240m to join Bridle Road. From
this point the route would be west along Bridle Road, avoiding the large residential housing
estates on Park Lane, to connect with the A5038 Netherton Way and join the A5036
Dunnings Bridge Road approximately 1.5km from the Farriers Way site entrance. The A5036
is a part of the Primary Route Network and is a Strategic Freight Route identified in the third
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Local Transport Plan for Merseyside.
(2) New Bridle Road access. The landowner has constructed a new access road off Bridle
Road between Merseyside Fire and Rescue Headquarters and the large residential area to
the east. If use is made of this route, it is anticipated that the majority of HGV traffic would be
routed west along Bridle Road away from the large residential area to connect with the
A5038 and join the A5036 approximately 2.2km from the site. From the A5036 HGVs can
access the wider sub-region via the M57/M58 motorway interchange at Switch Island; a
regionally important transport hub. However, proximity of link roads on Atlantic Park to
housing at Hereford Drive and Edinburgh Close makes this access less suitable for waste
HGV movements.
(3) Dunnings Bridge Road access. This is the primary access onto Atlantic Park and is sited
to the north east of the site off the A5036 Dunnings Bridge Road. The access route has the
very real benefit of connecting direct with the A5036 and Switch Island approximately 2.6km
north east of the site. However, as with option (2) this would route HGV traffic past and
potentially in view of residential properties at Hereford Drive and Chester Avenue, which
could make this route less suitable for waste HGV traffic too. Compatibility is also an issue,
as the front of Atlantic Park is reserved for office uses therefore waste HGV traffic would be
sharing an access point primarily used by office based employees.
Subject to further (re)development at Atlantic Park an additional road access could be
developed on the western side of the estate connecting the site with the A5036 Dunnings
Bridge Road. Potentially this could provide another access routing HGVs away from
residential properties.
Any future waste management development at this site would need to satisfy a transport
assessment by Sefton Highways Development Control team which would ensure that site
access and transportation arrangements cause minimal environmental impact.
Potential public transport links for employees include: bus stops located approximately 340m
south of the site on Bridle Road within preferred maximum walking distance guidelines
stated by Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops, and could
therefore offer a potential alternative transport option for employees of a new facility.
Utilities: The landowner has indicated that electricity and gas infrastructure as well as
underground apparatus (e.g. drains and sewers) would be installed on site by summer 2011.
For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site has been cleared in preparation for development therefore no vegetation
is present on the interior of the site. However, along the western boundary is a stand of
semi-mature deciduous trees. Potential developers should consider retention of this
deciduous stand and planting of additional native tree species to provide enhancement of
the existing habitat and improve screening of the site interior. Sensitive boundary treatment
could help buffer the onsite operations. These measures should be considered as part of
any future development proposal.
The surrounding local environment is densely built up. The closest Greenspace is the
allotment gardens and Savio RC High School which are subject to polices G1-G5 in Sefton
Council's UDP for protection and improvement of urban and recreational Greenspace.
Further to the west is the closest nature conservation designation “Harris Drive, Bootle” a
Site of Local Geological Interest (SLGI). This SLGI, known nationally as a Local Geological
Site, is approximately 700m west of the site so no direct impacts are expected.
If any building has more than 1,000sq.m. gross floorspace, a financial contribution should be
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provided towards enhancing green space in the local area.
Contamination and Remediation: The site was previously in use as an aeronautical
engineering works. A site investigation was undertaken in June 2010 to satisfy Condition 20
of Planning Approval S/2006/1165. Groundwater monitoring identified elevated
concentrations of chlorinated solvents and Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons, therefore
additional groundwater monitoring is currently being undertaken. Risk of contamination
associated with controlled waters is medium – the site is underlain by a major aquifer
(Shirdley Sand over Sandstone).
Remediation proposals for the site include asbestos removal and placement of clean cover
material. A watching brief will be maintained for asbestos, chemical and tin slag
contamination as a precautionary measure. Requirements for removal of pollution or
contamination with regard to the identified solvent impact on the principal aquifer will be
specified following completion of the further groundwater monitoring and detailed risk
assessment. Overall risk of contamination estimated to be medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site Deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors :
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
With restrictions of potential waste uses, distance to nearby residential property is
considered acceptable;
Multiple access points provides flexibility;
Opportunity to create dedicated HGV access away from residential properties;
Landowner has outline consent for use classes B1, B2, B8 and other use classes
which do not fall within the Use Classes Order (S/2006/1165)

Page 43 of 69

Joint Merseyside and Halton Waste Local Plan: Site Profiles

Planning Context: The site is subject to Unitary Development Plan (UDP) designation
Primarily Industrial Area suitable for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehousing and
distribution (B8) land uses. The Hawthorne Road industrial area is also subject to UDP
designations Industrial Improvement Area and Hawthorne Road/Canal corridor.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site itself is occupied by Spotmix Ltd an existing licensed household, commercial and
industrial Waste Transfer Station (WTS). Spotmix Ltd is a supplier of ready-mixed concrete;
skip hire, waste management and recycling services and is licensed to handle up to 100,000
tonnes of waste per annum.
On the southern portion of the site the facility comprises a hard-surfaced yard, a large
modern steel framed warehouse/shed housing sorting and bailing equipment, product bays
for material storage, a site office and car parking, and skip storage.
The northern portion of the site includes an existing portable steel building, car parking,
screening and crushing equipment; and further product bays for material storage. A shed is
also situated abutting the site boundary adjacent with the Leeds to Liverpool canal. Both
portions of the site are accessed from Acorn Way (see Transport and Access comments).
The Leeds to Liverpool canal is widely used by the local community and visitors as a
recreational amenity and public right of way. This amenity value is recognised in Sefton’s
UDP policies G1-G5, G7 and H9. The towpath is situated on the western canal bank
therefore there is a degree of separation from on site operations which are primarily located
on the east of the site adjacent Hawthorne Road. However, any further development
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proposals should consider potential risk of dust being blown or washed into the canal and
impact on the amenity. These issues would typically be dealt through appropriate
management methods defined in the Environmental Permit (EP).
Within the vicinity of the site adjoining land uses include: derelict industrial land to the north;
opposite and to the east of the site are industrial units, to the south east is a Sefton Council
owned depot; and to the south an End of Life Vehicles (ELVs) facility and a fabrications
company operates. Additional waste management facilities are also located on Acorn Way.
The closest residential properties are approx 50m north west on Autumn Way but buffered
from the site by the Leeds to Liverpool canal which provides a degree of separation.
The wider surrounding landscape is characterised by housing redevelopment. To the east
cleared land is approximately 20m from the site and includes the former AEI cables site and
adjoining land to the south. This land is allocated as a Housing and Employment Opportunity
Site. In addition, vacant land approx 50m to the west of the site off Litherland Road and the
gas depot, is also allocated as a Housing and Employment Opportunity Site.
Given that this site is an established waste management use within a Primarily Industrial
Area and allocation of an alternative site in this area could potentially have greater impact on
amenity and the local road network; this allocation (F4) is considered to be the most
appropriate option for a waste management use in the area.
Proximity to existing/future housing and the canal means that any proposal for open waste
management use (e.g. open windrow composting) would be inappropriate at this location.
In terms of potential additional capacity at the facility, the operator has recently gained
planning consent (S/2011/0483) for an extension to the existing WTS to house an enclosed
Mechanical Recycling Facility. The existing plant is currently operating below capacity
therefore installation of the new facility will increase processing capacity and drive up
recycling performance.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is from Acorn Way (unadopted). This
road is a cul-de-sac road which serves the Acorn Way industrial estate.
The most direct route to connect with the Primary Route Network, motorway and wider subregion is north approx 1.5km on A5090 Hawthorne Road. The A5090 connects with A5036
Church Road part of the Primary Route Network which then becomes Dunnings Bridge Road
(A5036) before connecting with the M57 and M58 motorways at “Switch Island” approx
5.5km north east of the site.
An alternative route follows the A5090 Hawthorne Road then Linacre Lane to connect with
Knowsley Road part of the Strategic Road Network approx 600m north west of the site. This
route links the site with the A565 Rimrose Road a primary north-south route for freight
transportation. Traffic frequency on Hawthorne Road is moderate to heavy at peak times.
In response to planning application S/2011/0483 Sefton Highways Development Control
had no highways objections as there are no highway safety implications associated with the
proposal and surrounding road network.
Utilities: Mains water and electric supply on site. Gas valve compound adjoins the northern
portion of the site. For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: Operational waste management facility comprising mainly hard-surfacing and
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buildings therefore little vegetation or wildlife presence on site.
A stand of semi-mature trees and shrubs are located along the eastern bank of the canal
and individual trees are located at the entrance to Acorn Way. Notwithstanding the tree
planting proposed as part of the implementation of the existing consent (S/2011/0483),
consider planting further native trees/shrubs as part of any future development plan, they
would provide some cover for birds in this heavily built up area.
In addition, prevention measures may be required to stop rubbish entering the canal. Any
works within 5m of the canal bank would require a Water Vole survey at the planning
application stage. Potential impacts to Water Voles through rats and rat control need to be
considered.
Contamination and Remediation: Tin Slag may be present on site given the area.
Previous uses include railway tracks. A former Landfill (infilled cutting) is located to the south
approx 160m. Risk of contamination associated with controlled waters medium – the site is
underlain by a minor aquifer (Boulder Clay over Sandstone) with the canal to the west.
Off site considerations include the gas depot to the south west which has been determined
as contaminated land under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. In addition,
the asphalt works to the south and an insulating works to the east; so there may be potential
for onsite migration. The site has the potential for contamination with sources noted to have
been present on site. Some limited remediation may be required as part of any future
development proposal. Overall risk of contamination estimated to be medium/low.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Planning consent (S/2011/0483) for an extension to the
existing WTS to house an enclosed Mechanical Recycling Facility. Site known to be
operating below capacity.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Planning consent for expansion of the existing waste use (S/2011/0483);
Potential operational synergy with existing waste uses on nearby sites
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2.5 St.Helens Profiles

Planning Context: Site S1a is located in an industrial area of Pocket Nook within St.Helens
town centre. The site is known as the “former Transco site” reflecting its previous use as a
National Grid depot. Currently site S1a is in waste management use as a Waste Transfer
Station (WTS) operated by Biffa therefore the site is allocated for expansion and/or
intensification within the bounds of the site. Site S1a is St.Helens Council’s sub-regional site
within the Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station, ReProcessor, Primary Treatment and Resource Recovery Park (RRP). Any waste management
use at this site must be fully enclosed to avoid adverse impacts on nearby sensitive
receptors. For further information on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of
throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and
Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The adjacent land uses are characterised by existing heavy industrial and waste
management development which adjoin to the north, south and east of the site. This
includes CEW Recycling Group on Merton Street and St.Helens Metal Recycling Ltd on
Merton Bank Road.
Beyond are a number of sensitive receptors which should be considered as part of any
future development including: the disused St.Helens Canal which marks the western
boundary, the gas holder which is a Lower Tier COMAH site but is no longer in use; and a
playing field which adjoins the south eastern boundary of the site. Office development is also
situated to the west of the canal, and St.Helens Technology college campus is located
approx 70m from the western boundary of site.
The closest residential properties lie beyond the playing field on Holly Bank Grove and to the
east of the site on Merton Bank Road. The terrace properties to the east are 4m below the
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level of the site, and are separated from the existing facility by an acoustic fence, a tree
planted landscape embankment and car parking to the rear of the terrace. The properties to
the south on Holly Bank Grove (which includes a residential institution) are approximately
22m from the site boundary and a further approx 60m from the existing Transfer Station
building. This land is allocated as Residential Development Site “6H5” in St.Helens Unitary
Development Plan (UDP). A degree of screening and separation is provided to the
properties on Holly Bank Grove by the existing industrial uses and the playing field to the
north.
Within the wider surrounding area Merton Bank Primary School and playing fields are approx
150m to the east, and designated as Greenway and an Education Recreation Field in the
UDP. To the north approx 80m is a canal lock “New Double Lock on the Sankey Canal”
which is a grade II listed building. Further north approx 180m St.Helens disused Canal is
designated as a Local Wildlife Site and to the east approx 140m Parr Hall Millennium Green
is designated as a Local Nature Reserve (LNR).
On site S1a is split into 2 main parts by a vegetated embankment which snakes north south
across the interior of the site from the derelict land in the north to the gas holder in the south.
The entire site is secured by a timber and/or metal palisade fence.
The western portion of the site is approximately 1.4ha, and the larger eastern portion, which
is up to 4m higher than the west totals approx 2.9ha. This includes the access road and
weighbridge. The remainder of the site area is occupied by the embankment and existing
boundary treatments (e.g. tree planting).
Planning permission (P/2008/0225) was granted on the entire site for a Resource
Management Centre which included a Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) with 200,000tpa
Commercial and Industrial (C&I) waste processing capacity, a 3 storey office building and a
vehicle garage/workshop. However, due to current market conditions the operator did not
wish to develop out the scheme in its entirety; instead a phased approach to development
was favoured.
This phased approach to development included construction of the northern end of the MRF
building (approx 50% of the entire building) on the eastern portion of the site and application
for erection of a gable end to the building. The Local Planning Authority (LPA) confirmed that
provided the plot of land (0.4ha) for the southern end of the MRF building remains
undeveloped, the LPA would treat the permission P/2008/0225 as extant.
A planning application for the new gable end and a revised 90,000tpa capacity
(P/2009/0684) was granted in March 2010, and became operational in August 2010.
The northern end of the MRF building, ancillary infrastructure i.e. an office/welfare building,
employee and customer car parking, storage bays, weighbridge, forecourt and site access
road occupy approx 1.5ha of the eastern portion of the site.
The western portion of the site is approximately 1.4ha and is currently used as a depot for
HGVs and employee car parking. The depot has a separate entrance off the access road.
This land originally benefited from a temporary planning consent, but was granted full
consent under P/2009/0619 in October 2009 for retention of existing offices, new welfare
facility, smoking shelter, vehicle wash area and additional HGV and car parking.
Taken together the existing uses on site i.e. the northern end of the MRF building and
ancillary infrastructure, and the depot total 2.9ha which leaves approx 1.6ha of land on site
for expansion and intensification of use. This includes the 0.4ha plot reserved for the
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southern end of the MRF building which would yield 110,000tpa additional primary treatment
capacity, and vacant land on the centre of the site previously earmarked for a 3 storey office.
The operator stated in application P/2009/0684 that the 3 storey office would be built once
the entire 200,000tpa facility comes online. However, if the offices are not constructed then
approximately 0.5ha of land could be available for waste management development. Subject
to redevelopment, the western portion of the site (1.4ha) could also provide potential for
additional waste management capacity.
More information about the developable area of the site and potential additional capacity is
provided in the relevant section of the profile below.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: A dedicated access road is incorporated into the site boundary and
is currently in use by HGVs and employees accessing the operational facility.
The entrance is located on Pocket Nook Street which connects with the A58 Park Road
approximately 300m from the site and forms part of the Primary Route Network. From this
point the A58 provides a strategic north south route which connects St.Helens town centre
with the A580 East Lancashire Road to the north (approx 3.2km) and the M62 motorway
approx 6.7km to the south.
To the west (approx 320m) is the railway line, however in the absence of rail sidings or a rail
head there is no scope for connection. In addition, St.Helens disused Canal is adjacent to
the western boundary of the site, but is not suitable for waste transportation.
St.Helens Central railway station is located approx 700m south of the site and could offer a
sustainable mode of transport for employees accessing the site. Bus stops are also located
on Pocket Nook Street within desirable walking distance guidelines specified by the Institute
of Highways and Transportation (IHT) for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: An electricity sub-station is located within the gas holder compound adjacent to the
site. A further two sub-stations are located adjacent the site entrance. Gas pipelines are
known to underlay parts of the site. For more information contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: Site S1a is an operational waste management facility which mainly comprises hard
standing and man-made structures. The embankment which cuts through the middle of the
site is vegetated with scrub and shrubs, and is the main green feature on site. In addition,
the north, south and eastern boundaries of the site are planted with deciduous trees which
provide screening for adjoining uses. In built up areas scrub and trees provide cover for birds
therefore consider retention of these green features as part of any future development.
Bats may use existing buildings and a bat survey may be required if they are to be
demolished or altered as part of any future development.
St.Helens disused Canal adjoins the western boundary of the site. Care should be taken to
minimise and control any potential negative impacts on this water body.
A playing field is located to the south of the site but this is primarily amenity grassland and is
of minimal ecological value. To the north of the site approx 180m is a Local Wildlife site “St
Helens Canal, south of Haresfinch Burgy Bank (site no. 56)” and to the east approx 140m is
Parr Hall Millennium Green LNR. The probability of direct impact from a waste use at S1a is
low given the distance from the site.
Contamination and Remediation: The site previously formed part of the adjoining gas
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works and was Brownfield land comprising the former Transco depot prior to development of
the MRF building. Potential risk from contamination associated with controlled waters is
medium – the site is underlain by a minor aquifer (till over sandstone/mudstone) and faulting
is also present. Off site considerations include: a dismantled railway line immediately to the
north, a former brick works also to the north and the existing gas works to the south. Historic
infill has also taken place on site which has raised the level of the site marginally above the
surrounding land.
A site investigation has been undertaken on the central and eastern sections of the site. A
site completion report has been produced for Phase I (Eastern section) for a MRF and the
contaminated land condition has been discharged. If a new planning application is received
for Phase II (central area) the site investigation information would need to be re-evaluated to
take into consideration the proposed use of the site and current guidance. A Remedial
Method Statement would also be required. If the western portion of the site is to be
developed for a more sensitive use than car parking, then a suitable site investigation would
be required, to identify if remedial works are required.
There is the potential for contamination associated with the former uses of the site.
Assessment/remediation has been carried out for the Eastern (Phase I) part of the site.
Limited remediation may be required in other areas. Overall the potential contamination risk
is estimated to be medium/low.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes. Potential
Additional Capacity: Licensed capacity 90,000tpa of C & I waste. The facility is currently
operating well below this capacity. Planning permission P/2008/0225 establishes the
suitability of the site for a 200,000tpa MRF which the operator intends to build once the
market recovers. Up to 3.0ha disused/underused land on site for additional waste
management capacity.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
The operator and landowner are in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local
Plan;
Existing waste management facility with potential for expansion and intensification;
Extant waste management consents (P/2009/0684 & P/2008/0225) establish the
suitability of the site for a waste use
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Planning Context: The site comprises a vacant plot of land located on Abbotsfield Road
Industrial Park. This land is subject to St.Helen’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) allocation
“6Ec15” Economic Development Site for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and warehousing
and distribution (B8) land uses and designated for Landscape Renewal.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
Previously the site was occupied by railway sidings but these have since been dismantled
and due to inactivitythe site has become heavily vegetated (see Wildlife comments). A public
right of way (PROW) cuts diagonally through centre of the site on a south east northwest
axis and would potentially require diversion.
The large residential area of Sutton Leach is approx 30m west of the site but buffered from
the site by the footpath and cycleway and adjoining trees; which provide a degree of
separation. Retention and enhancement of the existing trees or other mitigation should be
considered as part of any development proposal to avoid nuisance impacts on local
residents.
To the north east, east, south and south west industrial and commercial uses adjoin within
the industrial estate. These uses include a Metal Recycling facility, Waste Transfer Station
(WTS), a freight distribution facility and a metal products manufacturer. Planning permission
(P/2011/0013) was granted in February 2011 on the industrial premises to the south of the
site for a change of use class from B2 (general industrial) to B8 (storage and distribution).
The intended use is a car tyre distribution service which is entirely compatible with a waste
management use at site S2.
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The footpath and cycleway to the west is subject to St.Helens Council UDP allocation
Strategic Footpath and Cycleway. At the closest point Green Belt is 270m south of the site
beyond the extent of the industrial estate.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is off Abbotsfield Road away from
residential properties. From the site, Abbotsfield Road goes south then snakes northward to
join B5204 Reginald Road approx 900m from the site. Reginald Road old railway bridge is
located approximately 60m north of the site boundary and has width restrictions in place.
The bridge is an insufficient width to allow two HGVs to pass at the same time. Regular
vehicle to vehicle conflicts occur therefore mitigations measures may be reuired.
To connect with the Primary Route Network and wider sub-region, the route continues west
along B5204 which becomes Mill Lane and passes Sherdley Primary School before joining
A569 Marshalls Cross Road at the roundabout approx 2.1km from the site. From the A562
the route joins B5204 Elton Head Road which continues westward approx 1km passing
Sutton High Sports College to connect with A570 St.Helens Linkway, which is approx 2.5km
west of the site and is part of the Primary Route Network.
The A570 provides an important north-south link between St.Helens and the M62 motorway
(junction 7) approx 5.5km south west of the site.
Frequency and type of vehicle movements on and off the site will need to be carefully
considered given the nature of the surrounding built up area.
Public transport links include bus stops located 210m north west of the site on Reginald
Road within Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) desirable walking distance
guidelines for walking to bus stops.
Utilities: Vacant site therefore mains water and electricity supply connection unlikely. United
Utilities underground apparatus includes two public sewers, which cross the middle of the
site and the north of the site. They require 6m and 7m wide maintenance strips respectively.
For information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is heavily vegetated comprising trees, grassland and scattered shrubs. A
belt of mature trees lines the entire western boundary of the site providing a buffer and
screening to the houses on Wheatsheaf Avenue and Hawthorne Road. Retention of trees
along the western boundary should be a priority and planting of additional native trees and
shrubs to screen the housing to the west should be considered.
The vegetation on the site may provide a valuable area of habitat for birds, small mammals,
invertebrates and possibly foraging bats in this heavily built up area. Small blue butterfly,
which are a BAP Priority Species, were recorded 80m to the west in 2000. A Phase 1
Habitat Survey may be required to establish what ecological interest is on the site and how
some of it might be retained as part of any future development proposal.
Adjoining the southern boundary of the site is a strip of land comprising trees, shrubs and a
drain flowing northward into sinks. The Ecological Framework shows that there are habitat
linkages along the disused railway which should be considered.
To the west approx 270m is “Sutton Mill Brook and surrounding rough grassland” Site of
Community Wildlife Interest (SCWI) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS). Further west is Sutton Mill
Dam SCWI/LWS.
Contamination and Remediation: This site is adjacent to a former mustard gas factory,
where some remediation was undertaken. Risk of contamination associated with previous
use medium, the site was previously railway sidings. Risk associated with controlled waters
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medium – the site is underlain by a major aquifer (Till over Sandstone). Off site
considerations include: a former manure works, glass works, factory and works to the north.
There is the potential for contamination associated with the railway sidings. Overall
contamination risk estimated to be medium/low.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential for operational synergy with existing waste uses nearby;
Economic Development Site within an industrial location
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Planning Context: The site is an active sand and sandstone quarry with adjoining arable
land, which lies within a rural agricultural setting in St.Helens Green Belt. The site is located
on the southern administrative boundary shared with Halton Borough Council. In addition,
Warrington Borough Council administrative boundary is approx 650m east of the site.
The suggested waste management use for this site is inert landfill only. See Survey for
Landfill in Merseyside and Halton report for more information on inert landfills available at:
http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The quarry has an existing planning permission (0590/102) dated June 1990, for extraction
of sand and sandstone from 1990-2015 and low level restoration to agriculture to be
completed by 2017. The site has been worked with nominal annual outputs in recent years
and the existing quarry void stands at approximately 1,370,000m3. However extraction is
anticipated to increase following the granting of permission P/2008/0914 on appeal in
September 2009 therefore the void available for infill will increase in the short term (before
2015).
This permission (P/2008/0914) is for the extraction of sand/sandstone and phased restoration
with non-polluting construction, demolition and excavation materials to agricultural and
woodland to the pre-extraction ground contours and is expected to be completed by 2025.
The application proposes to work a smaller area of the overall site (see permitted extraction
area hatched blue on the map) but to a greater depth thereby preserving a significant area of
arable land and hedgerows west of the excavated quarry. The total potential void of the
permitted extraction area for infilling with inert waste is 2,430,000m³. The availability of this
void is subject to the working of the mineral resource.
To the north of the site arable agricultural land (Agricultural Land Classification grade 2)
adjoins beyond which is the settlement of Bold Heath a distance of approx 450m away. To
the east arable land is adjacent with South Lane Farm approximately 200m from the site
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entrance. The southern boundary of the site is shaped by Mill Green Lane and A5080 South
Lane off which isolated dwellings and farms adjoin. Beyond is a residential area and hotel off
Derby Road approximately 320m from the site. Further south and approximately 600m from
the southern boundary of the site is Moorfield County Primary School. Mill Lane marks the
western boundary of the site with further arable land (grade 2) and isolated dwellings beyond.
On site a landscaped bund approx 4m high comprising site overburden and restoration
materials is located along the majority of the north, east and southern boundaries screening
the active quarry area. On the south eastern corner of the site and adjacent to the site
entrance is an office, car park, wheel wash and access road which runs northwards toward
the permitted extraction area. Processing machinery is located within the quarry bottom.
The site is within an aerodrome safeguarding zone for Liverpool John Lennon Airport which
lies approx 10km south west of S3. However, this site is not allocated for non-inert waste
therefore bird strike issues are not applicable.
Infrastructure
Access and Transport: Access to the site is off the A5080 South Lane. The site entrance is
sited on a bend in the road (A5080) opposite which is an access road to Boundary and Abbey
Farms. The most direct route to connect with the Primary Route Network and motorway is
along the A5080 South Lane which then becomes Derby Road (A5080) and merges with the
A557 Watkinson Way, which is part of the Primary Route Network. Watkinson Way connects
with the M62 motorway at junction 7 approx 4km north. This route passes residential
properties, a hotel and a residential area off Derby Road. Traffic frequency on A5080 is
moderate.
Utilities: A high voltage electricity lines crosses the site diagonally, southeast to northwest.
National Grid should be consulted as part of any future development proposal. For
information on gas pipelines contact National Grid Gas plc.
Previous Land Use: Agricultural.
Wildlife: The excavated area is mainly exposed rock and soil with rough grass marking the
quarry boundary. The remainder of the site is predominantly arable land and cultivated with
Winter Wheat. This land is separated into 3 individual fields by established hedgerows
located on the western portion of the site. The western boundary which is shaped by Mill
Lane is also marked by a hedgerow, which is a UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) Habitat. .
There are three ponds on site with additional ponds located off site but within close proximity
to the site boundary. These waterbodies provide potential habitat for amphibians. Previous
surveys (2002) of ponds on site found significant populations of Common Toad which is a
BAP species however resurvey in 2008 as part of permission P/2008/0914 found that the
pond habitat had become sub-optimal and fewer toads were found.
Great Crested Newts have also been recorded off site, approximately 250m to the north of
the boundary near Heathfield Farm in 2008.
Established trees and tall scrub mark the northern, eastern and southern boundaries forming
a continuous hedgerow which provides cover for birds and small mammals and screening of
the site interior. Pockets of young trees and scrub are also located at various locations on site
including: the south eastern corner of the site which is predominantly vegetated with trees
and shrubs (e.g. Silver Birch and Gorse); and 50m south west of the quarry area encircling a
pond. This cover provides potential habitat for breeding birds.
Japanese Knotweed, an invasive species, has been previously recorded on site within
hedgerows located near the site entrance and along the western boundary.
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Planning permission P/2008/0914 includes the most recent ecological survey and restoration
scheme for the site; and incorporates woodland and hedgerow planting and enhancement of
onsite habitats.

Water Resources
Because this site lies on a major aquifer and within a groundwater recharge zone the site is
only considered suitable for non-hazardous inert landfill disposal due to potential risk of
leachate entering the groundwater reserve.
Surface water: Three ponds on site. Drainage ditch parallel to the access road flows south
into the pond adjacent site entrance on the south eastern corner of the site. In addition,
ponds adjoin the southern boundary common with Mill Green Farm.
Flood risk: Site not in a flood risk zone.
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion and phased infilling operations;
Existing void approximately 1,370,000m³ available as part of a potential total
extraction void of 2,430,000m³;
Existing planning consent permits low level restoration to the pre-extraction
ground contours only;
Site area suitable to accommodate on site infrastructure and likely mitigation
required for a modern landfill operation;
Site suitable for inert landfill disposal only, restricted to the permitted extraction
area
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2.6 Wirral Profiles

Planning Context: Site W1 is within Tranmere Coastal Zone and is allocated as a special
category Employment Development Site suitable for office (B1), general industrial (B2) and
warehousing and distribution (B8) and Assembly and Leisure (D2) land uses within Wirral’s
Unitary Development Plan (UDP). The site is reclaimed land which was previously in use as
part of the Cammell Laird Shipyard until closure in 1993. Site W1 is included as Wirral
Council’s sub-regional site in the Waste Local Plan.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. The types of use are subject to the waste management
operations being port-related. See policy WM2 for more detail. For further information on
types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site
characteristics see the Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at:
http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The interior of the site is predominantly hard-surfaced and partly in use for vehicle storage.
To the north port related industry adjoins. Tranmere Oil Terminal, a control of major hazards
(COMAH) site, is located immediately to the south of the site. To the east is the River
Mersey (see Wildlife comments). Campbeltown Road shapes the western boundary of the
site and beyond is industrial land. In addition, the Liverpool to Chester railway line is approx
200m west of the site and further west are the residential areas of Tranmere approx 210m
from the boundary.
Onsite the stability of the sea wall is known to be an issue as part of the eastern boundary is
undercut by the river. Surface water run-off and drainage will need to be addressed.
The southern boundary of the site and land immediately south including the oil terminal is
within Flood Zone 3 (FZ3).
Lack of an active rail link to Birkenhead Docks may restrict the sites development potential
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for rail transfer of waste.
Temporary planning permission (APP/12/00030) was granted in July 2012 for three years to
erect amenities (portacabins, sub stations x 2, warehouse storage building, storage tank,
gangway and pontoon, palisade fencing, access gates and 6 lighting towers) to facilitate the
coordination of construction of parts of the Gwynt y Mor Offshore Wind Farm.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is possible from the north or the south off
Campbeltown Road.
Travelling north along Campbeltown Road it is possible to connect with Liverpool and the
wider sub-region via the Kingsway and Queensway Tunnels. Size restrictions apply for HGV
traffic using the Queensway Tunnel therefore the Kingsway, also known as the “Wallasey
Tunnel” would be the only route east. For both tunnels a toll system is in operation on the
Wirral side of the river.
To the west, the most direct route to connect with the M53 motorway is via junction 3. This
route follows the A552 Borough Road to connect with the M53 motorway approx 5.5km west
of the site. The route along the A552 passes through a large residential area and Key Town
Centre. The A552 is allocated for minor highway and junction improvements within the Wirral
UDP. This route is also a corridor where journey times are to be monitored within the Local
Transport Plan (April 2011) as a measure of congestion. It is also identified within the
DEFRA Noise Action Plan Birkenhead Agglomeration as a First Priority Location (March
2011), and forms part of a developing Statutory Quality Partnership Scheme with local bus
operators. These issues will need to be addressed as part of any traffic assessment.
Alternatively road access from the south is possible along the A41 Campbeltown Road
which continues approx 9km to connect with the M53 motorway at junction 5. This route
passes through retail, industrial and residential areas and is allocated in part for minor
junction improvements. Traffic frequency on the A41 is heavy. The A41 is allocated as a
Road Corridor for Environmental Improvement within the Wirral UDP, and sections of the
A41 are also included in the DEFRA Noise Action Plan Birkenhead Agglomeration as First
Priority or Important Areas (March 2011). This route also forms part of a developing
Statutory Quality Partnership Scheme with local bus operators. A transport assessment will
require thorough discussion with Wirral Highways Department
The area adjacent to the site is being closely monitored for air quality and is very close to
the trigger level for the implementation of an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA).
The site has potential to exploit port infrastructure located to the north and has been
identified as a broad location for an inter-modal freight terminal in the North West Regional
Spatial Strategy.
Potential public transport links include Green Lane railway station approx 300m north west of
the site on the Liverpool to Chester / Ellesmere Port line. This is within the preferred
maximum walking distance guidelines provided by the Institute of Highways and
Transportation (IHT).
Utilities: Surface water drainage is known to discharge into the River Mersey. There are
capacity issues with sub-surface infrastructure. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site is predominantly hard-surfaced with some scrub along the fringe. The
River Mersey adjoins to the east of the site. New Ferry Shore approx 600m to the south is
designated as a Special Protection Area (SPA), Ramsar site, Site of Special Scientific
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Interest (SSSI) and Site of Biological Importance (SBI) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS). There
is therefore potential to impact on protected estuarine birds and a Natura 2000 site. Habitats
Regulation Assessment (HRA) screening may be required at the planning application stage
to determine if Appropriate Assessment is required under Regulation 48 of the Habitat
Regulations 1994.
Before any site clearance or other work starts, further surveys should be carried out at the
planning application stage to determine if estuarine birds use the site as a high tide roost
and for nesting on the ground.
Retaining scrub on boundaries and planting native trees/shrubs should be considered as
part of any future development proposal in this heavily built up area.
Contamination and Remediation: The site is reclaimed land having been previously infilled
with refuse material comprising industrial waste. Risk of contamination associated with
controlled waters is medium/high - a major aquifer (Till/Alluvium over Chester Pebble Bed
Formation) and the site is on the banks of the River Mersey. Surface water drainage is
known to be an issue. Considering adjoining land uses, such as the oil terminal and the
shipyard at Cammell Laird, remediation may be required as part of any future development
proposals. Overall potential contamination risk has been assessed as medium/high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: N/A
Potential Additional Capacity: N/A
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: Part of the site (<0.1ha) is in Flood
Zone 3 (FZ3). The part of the site within FZ3 is the southern boundary adjacent to the oil
terminal. This site is also adjacent to the River Mersey.
For the above reasons this site would not normally be permitted for hazardous waste
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion in the Waste Local Plan provided the waste use
is port-related;
Temporary planning permission (APP/00030) does not inhibit medium to long term
deliverability of the site for waste use;
Potential to exploit more sustainable modes of transport
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Planning Context: Within Wirral’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) the site is shown as a
Waste Disposal Site for illustrative purposes within a wider area designated for landscape
renewal. The site is located adjacent to the Wirral Waters retail and recreation proposals at
the infilled Bidston Dock to the north.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Household Waste Recycling Centre
(HWRC), Waste Transfer Station (WTS), Re-Processor and Primary Treatment. For further
information on types of technology, job creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other
desirable site characteristics see the Waste local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste
Uses available at: http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
The site (W2) is operated by the Merseyside Recycling and Waste Authority (MRWA) as an
integrated waste management facility which includes: a Household Waste Recycling Centre
(HWRC), a Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) for screening and sorting recyclable materials
from Local Authority Collected Waste (LACW); and a Waste Transfer Station (WTS). An InVessel Composting (IVC) facility was also implemented as part of permission APP/05/05705
however this is not in-use and has since been decommissioned freeing up land within the
bounds of the site for future expansion if required. An additional planning permission
(APP/06/05139) was granted in March 2006 for a composting maturation building however
this has not been implemented and the permission has now lapsed. More recently, planning
permission (APP/09/06428) was granted in March 2010 for an extension to the MRF
building, which should offer potential to increase efficiencies and the MRF processing
capacity. The site currently accepts LACW from Wirral only; the rest of Merseyside and
Halton’s need is catered for by MRWA’s MRF at Gillmoss. Off site considerations include:
the former Mobil Oil facility to the east of the site which is located within the Dock Estate.
The West Float is currently identified for the development of an International Trade Centre,
which is being promoted by the port operator.
Adjoining to the south is a merchant WTS (Waste Local Plan allocation W3). The closest
residential properties are located on Patricia Avenue approx 290m south of the site and
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beyond the merchant Waste Transfer Station (WTS), River Birket and railway depot which
provide screening and an adequate degree of separation.
Bidston Moss former landfill site is to the west. This area has been restored to Greenspace
and comprises a network of community woodland, footpaths and a cycleway which forms
part of the national cycle network.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is off A5088 Wallasey Bridge Road. The
most direct means to connect with the Primary Route Network, motorway and wider subregion is north east along the A5088 approx 400m then west at the roundabout on A5139
Wallasey Dock Link Road (part of the Primary Route Network) approx 1.7km to connect with
the M53 motorway at junction 1.
The Liverpool to Chester rail line is 110m south of the site. Railway sidings off the rail line
are situated approx 150m south of the site and are used to serve the rail maintenance depot
and would therefore offer little potential for rail freight transportation of waste. However
further redundant sidings lie to the north as well as the south. The potential for reinstating a
rail freight link to the docks is currently being investigated by the port operator.
Public transport links include Birkenhead North railway station approx 330m south east of
the site and within acceptable Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) walking
distance guidelines for employees. Bus stops are also located 160m north east of the site on
the A5088 Wallasey Bridge Road and are within desirable walking distance guidelines for
walking to bus stops.
Significant proposals for the surrounding highway network are anticipated as part of a major
redevelopment proposed by the port operator to the east of the site. There will be
considerable increases in traffic flows, and Wallasey Bridge Road and Beaufort Road,
including the junctions to the north (A5088 / A5139) and south (A5088 / A5030) of the site,
are subject to ongoing transport appraisal and design options. Increased bus stop,
pedestrian and cycle infrastructure will also be implemented. These issues will need to be
discussed with Wirral Highways Department as part of any transport assessments
associated with the site.
Utilities: Mains water and electric supply on site. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: Operational waste management facility with very limited vegetation or evidence of
wildlife. Semi-mature deciduous trees including Silver Birch and mown grass mark the
frontage of the site on Wallasey Bridge Road. The planting of native trees/shrubs should be
considered as part of any future development proposal to provide additional cover for birds
in this heavily built up area.
The site adjoins Bidston Moss Greespace. Further afield Bidston Marsh is designated as a
Site of Biological Importance (SBI) and Local Wildlife Site (LWS); and is approximately 480m
to the west. Prevention measures should be considered as part of any waste proposal to
prevent rubbish entering these sites.
In addition, it may be necessary as part of future development proposals to provide a
rECOrd data search to identify ecological issues onsite.
Contamination and Remediation: The site was previously in use as a refuse incinerator.
Risk associated with controlled waters high – the site is underlain by a major aquifer
(Alluvium over Wilmslow Sandstone) and adjacent to West Float Dock. Off site
considerations include: the former Coal depot to south, Mobil Oil depot and grease depot to
the east. There is potential for contamination associated with the incinerator. Therefore
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remediation may be required as part of a future development proposal. Overall risk of
contamination estimated to be medium/high.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: Reuse/redevelopment of IVC plot. Extension to MRF
provides scope for increased capacity. Potential for redevelopment of IVC and
implementation of maturation building to treat biodegradable waste on site. In addition,
estimated 0.6ha of vacant land on site for development.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Extension to MRF and additional potential waste management capacity;
Potential to cater for the waste management needs of the Wirral Waters
development;
Potential for operational synergy with existing waste uses nearby
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Planning Context: Within Wirral’s Unitary Development Plan (UDP) the site is allocated
as an Employment Development Site falling within a wider area designated for landscape
renewal in the Wirral UDP. The site forms part of the wider hinterland to Wirral Waters.
The suggested waste management uses for this site are Waste Transfer Station (WTS), ReProcessor and Primary Treatment. For further information on types of technology, job
creation, appearance, scale of throughput and other desirable site characteristics see the
Waste Local Plan Glossary and Appendix 1: Waste Uses available at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
This site is a licensed Waste Transfer Station (WTS) and has been operated by a private
contractor since the late 1990s. Waste throughput includes commercial and industrial (C & I)
non-hazardous and construction, demolition and excavation (C, D & E). The southern and
western portions of the site are set-a-side for external storage of waste materials. A
Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) is housed on the north of the site.
This site has an existing licensed capacity 100,000 tonnes per annum but is currently
operating well below this rate. Planning permission (APP/06/06823) was granted in
December 2006 for 11 industrials units for general industrial (B2) and warehousing and
storage (B8) on the north east of the site adjacent Wallasey Bridge Road, however these
units have not been implemented and the permission has lapsed.
Adjoining land uses include: the Merseyside Recycling and Waste Authority (MRWA)
integrated waste management facility to the north; and the former Mobil Oil site and West
Float Docks to the east beyond Wallasey Bridge Road. Rail owned land is immediately to the
south comprising the River Birket, railway line, sidings and a maintenance depot. The River
Birket is approx 40m south of the site and flows eastwards under the railway line.
The closest residential properties are on Patricia Avenue approx 200m south of the site and
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beyond the railway line and depot which provide screening and a degree of separation.
Bidston Moss former landfill site is located to the west and is now an area which has been
restored to Greenspace comprising a network of community woodland, footpaths and a
cycleway forming part of the national cycle network.
Infrastructure
Transport and Access: Road access onto the site is off A5088 Wallasey Bridge Road. The
most direct means to connect with the Primary Route Network, motorway and wider subregion is north east along the A5088 approx 520m then west at the roundabout on A5139
Wallasey Dock Link Road (part of the Primary Route Network) approx 1.7km to connect with
the M53 motorway at junction 1.
The Liverpool to Chester rail line is adjacent to the south. Railway sidings are situated
approx 50m south of the site and are used to serve the rail maintenance depot. Further
redundant sidings lie to the north in addition to the active sidings south of the site. The
potential for reinstating a rail freight link to the docks is currently being investigated by the
port operator.
Public transport links include Birkenhead North railway station approx 300m south east of
the site within acceptable Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) walking distance
guidelines. Bus stops are also located approx 200m north east of the site on A5088
Wallasey Bridge Road within desirable walking distance guidelines (IHT) for walking to bus
stops.
Significant proposals for the surrounding highway network are anticipated as part of a major
redevelopment proposed by the port operator to the east of the site. There will be
considerable increases in traffic flows, and Wallasey Bridge Road and Beaufort Road,
including the junctions to the north (A5088 / A5139) and south (A5088 / A5030) of the site,
are subject to ongoing transport appraisal and design options. Increased bus stop,
pedestrian and cycle infrastructure will also be implemented. These issues will need to be
discussed with Wirral’s Highways Department as part of any transport assessments
associated with the site.
Utilities: Mains water and electric supply on site. For information on gas pipelines contact
National Grid Gas plc.
Wildlife: The site comprises operational waste management facility with very limited
vegetation or evidence of wildlife. A grassed mound with brambles, trees and shrubs planted
is located on the front of the site facing Wallasey Bridge Road. A thin line of trees and
shrubs mark the boundaries of the site. The planting of native trees/shrubs should be
considered as part of any future development proposal to provide additional cover for birds
in this heavily built up area.
The site adjoins Bidston Moss Greenspace and the River Birket is approx 40m to the south.
In addition, Bidston Marsh is designated as a Site of Biological Importance (SBI) and Local
Wildlife Site (LWS); and is approx 530m to the west. Prevention measures should be
considered as part of any waste proposal to prevent rubbish entering these sites.
Furthermore, it may be necessary as part of future development proposals to provide a
rECOrd data search to identify ecological issues onsite.
Contamination and Remediation: This site was previously a coal depot with associated rail
tracks. Potential risk of contamination associated with controlled waters high – site is
underlain by a major aquifer (Alluvium over Wilmslow Sandstone), close to West Float Docks
and the River Birket. Off site considerations include: former incinerator to the north, Mobil Oil
depot/oil and grease works to the east and railway tracks to the south. There is potential for
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contamination associated with the former use of the site as a goods station and coal depot.
Some limited remediation maybe required as part of any future development plan. Overall
risk of contamination medium.
Existing Waste Management Facilities Allocated for Intensification: Yes
Potential Additional Capacity: The facility is currently operating well below capacity.
Potential to increase processing capacity through recycling and reprocessing of waste
currently sent to landfill. Remodelling of the western and eastern portions of the site could
offer potential to extend operations and increase processing capacity.
Flood Zone 3 and Hazardous Waste Assessment: No part of the site is in Flood Zone 3
(FZ3).
Site deliverability has been assessed as good due to these factors:
Landowner in favour of site inclusion within the Waste Local Plan;
Potential for expansion/intensification of waste management capacity;
Potential to cater for the waste management needs of the Wirral Waters
development;
Potential for operational synergy with existing waste uses nearby
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3. Other Considerations and Mechanisms of Control
During consultations on these sites, many questions were raised regarding specific
characteristics of potential developments. At this stage i.e. before a planning application has
been submitted, these questions cannot be answered in any detail, but additional information
has been provided below on generic issues raised in order to assist both potential
developers and members of the public.
3.1 Types of Waste
Types of waste which could be processed have been identified in the site profiles where
appropriate due to the level of constraint and site sensitivity on each site (e.g. landfill and
hazardous waste). Beyond this, waste type and processing technology for each site
allocation have not been prescribed because it would potentially stifle technological
innovation, be restrictive for the waste industry and reduce the flexibility of the plan which is
contrary to guidelines in Planning Policy Statement 10: Planning for Sustainable Waste
Management (PPS10). Throughput tonnages have not been identified at this stage either
because this can vary substantially for both technical and commercial reasons.
Further information on types of waste which could be handled at waste management
facilities is available within the European Waste Catalogue (EWC). The EWC classifies
waste materials according to what they are and how they were produced. It is available to
download at: http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/waste/31873.aspx
3.2 Waste Local Plan Development Management Policies
The Waste Local Plan includes 167 development management policies which provide
stringent controls on waste development, give clarity to the public; and direct industry to the
most appropriate sites and locations. All waste management planning applications in
Merseyside and Halton will be assessed against the following policies:
WM0 – Presumption in favour of Sustainable Development
WM1 - Site Prioritisation
WM2 - Sub-regional Site Allocations
WM3 - District Site Allocations
WM4 - Allocations for Inert Landfill
WM5 - Areas of Search for Small-scale Waste Management Operations and Re-processing
Sites
WM6 - Additional HWRC Requirements
WM7 - Protecting Existing Waste Management Capacity for built facilities and landfill
WM8 - Waste Prevention and Resource Management
WM9 - Design and Layout for New Development
WM10 - Design and Operation of New Waste Management Development
WM11 - Sustainable Waste Transport
WM12 - Criteria for Waste Management Development
WM13 - Waste Management Applications on Unallocated Sites
WM14 - Energy from Waste
WM15 - Landfill on Unallocated Sites
WM16 - Restoration and Aftercare of Landfill sites
To read the development management policies in full download the Waste Local Plan at
http://merseysideeas-consult.limehouse.co.uk/portal or contact the Waste Local Plan team
(see details on page 2).
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3.3 Environmental Permitting
Aside from operational conditions which can be applied through the planning system, any
waste operator/development proposal will also be subject to an Environmental Permit which
the waste operator/developer will need to prepare and submit to the Environment Agency for
consideration. Environmental Permits (EP) set regulatory controls on the operation of waste
management facilities which the operator must comply with or face legal action. These
regulations control odours, noise levels, dust, vermin and other potential health, nuisance
and environmental impacts which may arise from a waste management operation. For more
details see Appendix A or visit the Environment Agency web pages for comprehensive
information on Environmental Permitting at:http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/default.aspx
3.4 Health Impact of Waste Management Facilities
A Waste Local Plan supporting document on the “Health effects of waste management” was
prepared independently by Richard Smith Consulting Ltd in 2008. The report concluded that:
“From the studies included in this review and published since the Defra report (2004), no
new positive evidence has emerged to establish a causal link between well managed waste
facilities and health effects.
Consequently an objective meta-analysis to combine the results of studies and
comparatively assess waste management options is not possible at this time. No advice can
be provided in terms of selecting one waste management technology over another solely on
health grounds.
All waste management facilities carry an element of risk to health which needs to be
mitigated by applying good planning practice combined with effective regulation supported
by the controls implemented through environmental permitting.”
The Health effects of waste management supporting document includes technology specific
literature reviews on potential health impacts from Anerobic Digestion (AD), Mechanical
Biological Treatment (MBT), Composting, Incineration and Landfill. The document also
includes other information on receptor sensitivity and risk. To read this supporting document
download “Health effects of waste management” at: http://merseysideeasconsult.limehouse.co.uk/portal/
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Appendix A: Environmental Permitting Regulations
The Environmental Permitting Regulations (England and Wales) 2010 were introduced on 6
April 2010, replacing the 2007 Regulations.
In 2007 the Regulations combined the Pollution Prevention and Control (PPC) and Waste
Management Licensing (WML) regulations. Their scope has since been widened to include
water discharge and groundwater activities, radioactive substances and provision for a
number of Directives, including the Mining Waste Directive.
The Environment Agency (EA) who are the main regulating body for waste management
facilities have provided comprehensive information on Environmental Permits (EP) visit their
website for more details: http://www.environmentagency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/default.aspx
To give an introduction to Environmental Permitting in this document, and to demonstrate
the types of permit conditions and standards that an applicant and waste management
activity must comply with; an extract from page 10 of the EA’s “How to Comply with Your
Environmental Permit”is provided below:
Environmental permitting incorporates a range of activities both in terms of scale and risk
and, depending on your activity; you will need to take appropriate management actions.
In particular and as appropriate to your activity:
You must have the means available to provide the required standards of environmental
protection;
You must ensure that equipment is designed and installed to a suitable standard;
You must operate and maintain all equipment whose failure may lead to pollution so that
it continues to operate effectively;
You must have identified potential accidents, put in place any necessary measures to
minimise the chances of them happening and have plans in place to minimise the
effects if the worst occurs;
You must ensure that where you need staff, you have enough of them, they are
adequately trained in those aspects which could lead to pollution, they know how to deal
with accidents and understand your responsibilities under your permit; and
Have all necessary written operating instructions to ensure that you and your staff know
how to operate any equipment or plant under normal and abnormal situations. To
demonstrate that you are doing this, and to ensure that it is auditable, you must keep
written records.
In particular you must have:
A maintenance checklist and maintenance records;
An accident management plan;
A list of the skills and training your staff need and a training record covering each staff
member;
Any necessary operating instructions;
Reference, where appropriate to “relevant good practice” (RGP), which includes
statutory approved codes of practice, such as the Groundwater Protection Codes,
external standards (BS and so on) through to internal codes/standards. You should be
able to justify where you do not use RGP; and
A way of recording any complaints, pollution incidents or breaches of your permit and
the actions you have taken to deal with them.
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All of the above are the basics of what we mean by your “management system”. More details
on them are given in “How to Comply with Your Environmental Permit” document. For larger
or more complex activities more information, for example environmental policy statements
and commitments to continuous improvement, would be required. For specific waste
streams / sectors, waste technical guidance notes are also provided on the EA’s website.
This includes:
Intensive farming (pigs and poultry)
Mining waste
Discharges to surface water and groundwater
IPPC Waste treatment and storage
Paper, pulp and cardboard manufacturing
Food and drink
Chemicals
Waste incineration activities
Energy - Gasification, liquefaction and refining industry
Printing and textiles - coating activities
Production and processing of metals
Coke, iron and steel
Cement and lime activities
Combustion plants, including power stations
Groundwater
Landfill
Radioactive substance — nuclear
Radioactive substances activities — radioactive substances users
Clinical waste
Useful Weblinks
There is one application form, which must be used to apply for a new bespoke or standard
permit or to vary, transfer or surrender your permit. Guidance on how to complete the form is
provided.
Application form and guidance
Information to help understanding of the wider regulatory framework:
Environmental Permitting (England and Wales) Regulations 2010
Defra has produced a series of guidance documents. These include 'Core Environmental
Permitting Guidance', which describes the general permitting and compliance requirements,
and guidance on the European directives which are implemented through the Environmental
Permitting Regulations.
Defra - Environmental permitting core guidance (March 2012) (PDF, 659KB)
Further links are provided at:
http://www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/permitting/32320.aspx
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